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Preface 


Secrets of the Torah is the second commentary by Rabbi 
Abraham Abulafia’ on the Rambam’s Guide for the 
Perplexed. It was written around 1280. 


The Guide has always been one of the favorite sources 
that Abulafia used to teach Kabbalah. He held that it was 
written in two levels —.a simple one for the learned, and.a 
concealed one for the mystic. The kabbalistic level 
supposedly contains everything that one needs to know in 
his life for his quest of God, but very few people are aware 
of this. Thus, Abulafia takes all the keywords in the Guide 
and organizes them in this wonderful commentary, in order 
to disclose its secrecies. His systematic exposition takes into 
account every aspect that the sincere seeker needs to know 
in order to be successful and know his Creator. 


While the Guide mostly revolves around the Wotk of the 
Chariot, the second kabbalistic level, Abulafia explains 
many topics concerning the first level, the Work of 
Creation. Thus, Secrets of the Zorah is very complete, and 
ultimately touches the essence of the Torah itself. 


Guiding the hand of the seeker, Abulafia leads him in his 
direct experience of God. This is what happens when he 
approaches the holy gate: “If, heaven forbid, you saw for 
yourself a strong and brave power that is strange to you, 
calling you by your name, do not answer it as for a low 
person and do not welcome him. But rely upon the Lord, 
and the Lord will be with you. Take heed and keep your 
Nefesh a lot, lest more than your knowledge can tolerate 
will come to you from. the intellectual abundance. So, you 
will not receive it and fear its power, but fear only the Lord 
your God. By seeing its great goodness and its pleasant 
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brilliance in your heart, conceal your face. After that, return 
to seek it little by little, and by this you will ascend to it, for 
the great fire guards the gate”. : 


At the end of the book; Abulafia praises the Precepts that 
were given by God. He explains that the World to Come is 
a state of consciousness that everybody can reach, but a 
shift in one’s thoughts and Perceptions is necessary to 


reach the eternal life in the Garden of Eden. The Torah 
and the Precepts are meant just for that. Through 
discipline, we develop the best part of us, attuning with the 
superior worlds. Then, the light of the Lord is free to flow in 
Us, giving us a renewed life. It is enough that one of us 
reaches this state, that he can bring with him all the people 
around about. Ultimately, every kabbalistic study and 
calculation leads to the Name of God and the twenty-two 
letters, which are the building blocks of Creation and 
consciousness. And the letters are nothing but the 
expression of the Unity of God. 


A special thanks to Talib Din for his help as editor and 
proofreader. 


Fabrizio Lanza 


Sitrei Torah — Secrets of the Torah 1 


Introduction 


In the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, I shall write 
the interpretation of the secrets of the Guide for the 
Perplexed [by Maimonides], which is called The Book of 
the Secrets of the. Torah. 


“Get. wisdom, and whatever you get, get insight” 
(Proverbs 4:7) 


A terrible treaty a parent} A head that knows. Avkat 
teaches Rochel [a book by Rabbi 
Yosef Karo] 


It was called Secrets of the | In it, any.learned man shall 
Torah find sense ; 


“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on 
your own insight” (Proverbs 3:5) 


Commit your work to the} And your plans will -be 
Lord established 


In all your ways | And He shall direct your 
acknowledge Him paths 


Since He has Gedulah (greatness), Gevura (power), 
Tiferet (beauty), Netzach (eternity), and Hod (splendor), | 
placed my trust in Him, and before Him_I begged to spare 
me for the sake of His own glory to which I mean to direct 
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my mind and intellect. And “They went every one straight 
forward: Whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they 
did non turn when they went” (Ezekiel 1:12), For their legs 
are straight, as it shall be explained in the book “Secrets of 
the Torah”, which is the offspring of the book “Guide for 
the Perplexed”. And since the intentions of the Guide were 
two — 1. the explanation of the homonyms, and 2. the 
interpretation of the prophetical parables — the intentions of 
“Secrets of the 7Zorah” that is derived from it are also two. 
And they are the source of every wisdom in the Torah: 1. 
The explanation of the idea of the life of the Nefesh, and 2. 
The interpretation of God-worship out of love. And even if 
each intention is presented separately, “All go unto one 
place” (Ecclesiastes 3:20). 


Therefore, I shall begin explaining the arguments that 
confirm these two intentions. I shall put them in order with 
the help of the ‘Rock’ [a common epithet of God] Who 
created us for His glory, in order to distinguish us from 
those who err; it will be a nice and pleasant order, 
according to the chapters of the “Guide for the Perplexed”, 
which illuminates the darkness. I shall say that the first part 
contains seventy-five chapters. Many added another 
chapter — chapter twenty six, the chapter of Onkelos the 
Proselyte. But you already know their reasons. The 
following chapter — chapter twenty seven — is called “Regel 
(leg) is a homonym”, and the rest of the chapters are in the 
same order as in all the other books. There is a tradition in 
our hands concerning the number of all the chapiers in 
each and every part of the three parts of the book. 
Therefore, I will mention them at the beginning of this 
essay, so that the reader will not mistake concerning the 
number of chapters. The first part contains seventy-five 
chapters; the second part contains forty-eight chapters, and 
the third part contains fifty-four chapters, And their sign is 
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75 (mY), 48 (NN), and 54 (73). And the combination of 
their letters is “the Knowledge of Grace” (jn Y"TN). And 
the sum of the three is 177, and their secret is; “Three 
degrees” (NYYN WW), which are as the secret of “three 
meals” (N’NTIYD WW), whose sign is three names, 26 
(179), 65 (9D), and 86 (19). And their numerical value is 
Gan Eden (}TY JA, paradise = 177). 


And now that I have presented the number of chapters, I 
will list all the chapters. I will place the list at the beginning 
of this book in order not to rewrite it at the beginning of the 
following parts. And this is their order. 
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These are the seventy-five chapters of 
the first part 


Chapter 1: The shape and likeness 
Chapter 2: A learned man asked me 


Chapter 3: One might think that the words Jemunah 
(image) , 


Chapter 4: Know that Raah (saw) and Hebit (viewed) 
Chapter 5: When he began 

Chapter 6: Male and female 

Chapter 7: To bear 

Chapter 8: Place 

Chapter 9: Throne 

Chapter 10: We have already remarked 

Chapter 11: Sitting 

Chapter 12: Rising 

Chapter 13: Standing 

Chapter 14: Adam (man) is a homonym 

Chapter 15: To stand 

Chapter 16: Rock 

Chapter 17: Do not think 

Chapter 18: To come near, to approach, and to touch 
Chapter 19: Filled 

Chapter 20: High 


Chapter 21: Passed 

Chapter 22: Came 

Chapter 23: The coming out 

Chapter 24: The walk 

Chapter 25: To dwell 

Chapter 26: You, no doubt, know 

Chapter 27: Regel (leg) is a homonym 

Chapter 28: Etzev (sorrow) is a homonym 

Chapter 29: Eat 

Chapter 30: Know that for the human mind 
Chapter 31: You must consider, when reading this treatise 
Chapter 32: You must know that the beginning 
Chapter 33: The Preventing Reasons 

Chapter 34: Do not think 

Chapier 35: I shall explain to you 

Chapter 36: The term Panim (face) is a homonym 
Chapter 37; The term Achor (back) is a homonym 
Chapter 38: The noun Lev (heart) is a homonym 
Chapter 39: The noun Auach (spirit) is a homonym 
Chapter 40: The noun Nefesh (lower soul) is a homonym 
Chapter 41: Ha/ (living) means a sentient organism 
Chapter 42: Kanaf(wing) is a homonym 

Chapter 43: Avin (eye) is a homonym 

Chapter 44: Shama (to hear) is a homonym 
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Chapter 45: We have already stated 

Chapter 46: We have already stated several times 
Chapter 47: Whenever 

Chapter 48: The angels are likewise 

Chapter 49: Bear in mind, you who read 


Chapter 50: There are many things whose existence is 
manifest and obvious : 


Chapter 51: Every description 

Chapter 52: The circumstance that caused 
Chapter 53: Know that the wisest man 
Chapter 54: We have already 

Chapter 55: Know that the form 


Chapter 56: On attributes; remarks more recondite than 
the preceding 


Chapter 57: This chapter is even more recondite than the 
preceding 


Chapter 58: The curious should ask 
Chapter 59: I wish to present some illustrations 
Chapter 60: All His names 


Chapter 61: We were commanded in the sacerdotal 
blessing 


Chapter 62: We will first consider 

Chapter 63: Know that the name of the Lord 
Chapier 64: I cannot see you 

Chapter 65: And the tablets were the work of God 
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Chapter 66: Since the verb “to say” has been figuratively 
used 


Chapter 67: You are acquainted with the well-known 
principle 

Chapter 68: The philosophers, as you know 

Chapter 69: Ride 

Chapter 70: Know that the wisdom 

Chapter 71: Know that the one who exists 

Chapter 72: The propositions 

Chapter 73: In this chapter, I will be given 

Chapter 74: In this chapter, I shall explain to you 

Chapter 75: Denying the incorporeality 


The seventy-five chapters of the first part of the Guide are 
completed. 
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These are the forty-eight chapters of 
the second part 


Chapter 1: According to the Proposition 
Chapter 2: The fifth essence 

Chapter 3: Know that these theories 

Chapter 4: Indeed the existence of the sphere 
Chapter 5: Indeed, the spheres 

Chapter 6: Indeed, the existence of angels 


Chapter 7: We have already explained that the term 
‘angel’ is a homonym 


Chapter 8: It is one of the ancient beliefs 

Chapter 9: We have already explained 

Chapter 10: It is a well-known fact 

Chapter 11: Know that the astronomical discussions 
Chapter 12: It is dear that whenever a thing is created 
Chapter 13: Peoples’ beliefs 

Chapter 14: It is not necessary to repeat 

Chapter 15: My intention in this chapter 

Chapter. 16: In this chapter, I will explain to you 
Chapter 17: Everything created 

Chapter 18: The first method 

Chapter 19: It has already been shown 

Chapter 20: According to Aristotle 


a J 
I 
3 
) 
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Chapter 21: Know that some of the recent philosophers 
Chapter 22: An acceptable decision 

Chapter 23: Know that the comparison 
Chapter 24: You already know 

Chapter 25: Know that we do not reject 
Chapter 26: In the chapters of Rabbi Eliezer 
Chapter 27: I have already explained to you 
Chapter 28: Many of our people 

Chapier 29: Know that if we do not understand 
Chapter 30: Know that there is a difference 
Chapter 31: Perhaps it was already explained 
Chapter 32: The opinions of human beings 


Chapter 33: It is clear to me that at the revelation on 
Mount Sinai 


Chapter 34: This verse 

Chapter 35: I have already explained 

Chapter 36: Know that prophecy is real 

Chapter 37: It is necessary to consider 

Chapter 38: Know that every man possesses 
Chapter 39: After we discussed the nature 

Chapter 41: It has already been fully explained 
Chapter 42: I do not need to explain 

Chapter 43: We have already explained in our essay 


Chapter 44: Prophecy is indeed 
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Chapter 45: Next 
Chapter 46: One individual 


Chapter 47: It is undoubtedly clear 
Chapter 48: It is fully clear 


The forty-eight chapters of the first part of the Guide are 
completed. 
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These are the fifty-four chapters of the 
third part 

Chapter 1: It is well known that there are men 

Chapter 2: He recalled that he saw four living creatures 

Chapter 3: As Ezekiel recalled 

Chapter 4: It is necessary to call your attention to an idea 

Chapter 5: It is necessary that you notice 

Chapter 6: Know that this great subject 

Chapter 7: One of the points that requires 

Chapter 8: All existing bodies 

Chapter 9: The corporeal matter in man is a large screen 

Chapter 10: The Speaking 

Chapter 11: The great evils 

Chapter 12: Many times 

Chapter 13: Intelligent people are much perplexed 

Chapter 14: To achieve 

Chapter 15: The impossible has an existing nature 

Chapter 16: The philosophers have said 

Chapter 17: Peoples’ beliefs 

Chapter 18: After I explained in the preceding chapter 

Chapter 19: The first innate idea 

Chapter 20: It is generally agreed upon 

Chapter 21: There is a great difference 
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Chapter 22: The wonderful story of Job 
Chapter 23: Assuming 

Chapter 24: The issue of trials is also 
Chapter 25: The actions are divided 
Chapter 26: As the sages are divided 
Chapter 27: The general object of the Zorah 
Chapter 28: It is necessary 

Chapter 29: It is well known that the Patriarch Abraham 
Chapter 30: On studying the beliefs 

Chapter 31: There are people 

Chapter 32: On considering the acts 
Chapter 33: It is also the object of the Torah 
Chapter 34: You should know 

Chapter 35: I decided to divide all Precepts 
Chapter 36: The precepts 

Chapter 37: The precepts 

Chapter 38: The precepts 

Chapter 39: The precepts 

Chapter 40: The precepts 

Chapter 41: The precepts 

Chapter 42: The precepts 

Chapter 43: The precepts 

Chapter 44: The precepts 

Chapter 45: The precepts 


Sitrei Torah — Secrets of the Torah 13 
Chapter 46: The precepts 
Chapter 47: The precepts 
Chapter 48: The precepts 
Chapter 49: The precepts 
Chapter 50: There are parts 
Chapter 51: The present chapter 
Chapter 52: One does not sit 
Chapter 53: This chapter deals with 
Chapter 54: The term Chochmah (wisdom) is used 


The fifty-four chapters of the first part of the Guide are 
completed, and the total number of chapters in the three 
parts of the book is one-hundred-seventy-seven. 


By presenting the titles of all the Guide’s chapters, we 
already assisted the readers that can locate easily any 
chapter of the Guide. The reader should not blame us for 
wasting his time by dealing at length in such a minor issue, 
for the living are filled with joy when they think that they 
gained a day or a week — all the more so for one year or 
years, even though they do not gain by their longevity a 
true and eternal advantage. And when their time to die 
arrives, they shall have great fears. All the more so those 
who comprehend the eternal life ~ those who know that 
longevity and merit depend on a perpetual amassing of 
wisdom, It is appropriate to rejoice over any thing that 
contains lengthy wisdom, for it increases and. enlarges the 
virtue constantly. Thus, the reader should permit our long 
introduction, which adds wisdom to the heart and value to 
eternal life, as it is written: “For by Me your days will be 
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multiplied, and years will be added to your life” (Proverbs 
9:11), Now that we have written our thoughts concerning 
the Guide’s chapters and our intentions, we shall present 
all the secrets that may be found in the book, as we learned 
from the wise men of the generation — may God preserve 
them alive. We shall list the secrets as we have listed the 
chapters, for it is very useful. In this way, the reader of this 
interpretation can find the secrets ordered one after 
another. Some of them might stimulate his thought, while 
the presence of others is already about their importance. 
We shall introduce now the secrets of the three chapiers, so 
that we should not be forced to repeat them at the head of 
each part. It shall direct those who study the Guide to its 
hidden parts, generally and specifically. In total, there are 
thirty-six secrets, and he who puts his mind to understand 
them and their intention shall be redeemed. 
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These are the fourteen secrets of the 
first part 


First secret: Shape and Likeness 

Second secret: The term Ben (son) is a homonym 

Third secret: The Throne 

Fourth secret: Pkidah (visiting) and: Zechirah (recalling) 
Fifth secret: Beginning and Cause 

Sixth secret: Angel and Mind 

Seventh secret: Face and Back 

Eighth secret: The Life of the Nefesh 

Ninth secret: Wings 

Tenth secret: The Name of the Attribute of Action (Shem 


Hatoar, 
Eleventh secret: The Essential Name (Shem Haetzem) 


Twelfth secret: Speech and its similar 
Thirteenth secret: The Kingship of the Rider 
Fourteenth secret: The Confusion of Religions 


The fourteen secrets of the first part are completed 
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These are the twelve secrets of the 


second part 


First secret: Planning and performance 

Second secret: The true praise 

Third secret: Abundance 

Fourth secret: The world renewal 

Fifth secret: Creation 

Sixth secret: Heaven and earth 

Seventh secret: Give a name 

Eighth secret: Pure marble stones 

Ninth secret: Heavenly waters 

Tenth secret: The Garden of Eden and its trees 
Eleventh secret: The time of Shabbatand Kippur 
Twelfth secret: Prophecy 

The twelve secrets of the first part are completed. 
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These are the ten secrets of the third 
part 
First secret: The secrets of the Torah 
Second secret: The Work of the Merkava (Chariot) 
Third secret: Matter and form 
Fourth secret: Good and evil 
Fifth secret: The purpose of creation 
Sixth secret: Accepting the Name and His Providence 
Seventh secret: The trial 
Eighth secret: The reasons for the Precepts 
Ninth secret: The stories of the Torah 
Tenth secret: Serving God — blessed be He — out of love 


The ten secrets of the first part are completed. 


Now, I shall begin to explain everything properly; | shall 
write down each and every secret in its proper place. J shall 
point out the places that notify us of the secrets, and I shall 
mention the chapters in which the secret was alluded to or 
revealed. If the number of chapters that deal with a secret 
are great, I shall mention: only a few of them, enough to 
stimulate anyone who wishes to revive the splendor of the 
Nefesh to draw its light and to preserve its glory. In order to 
explain some of the secrets that are. concealed more than 
the others, I shall require proofs that are estranged to those 
who confine themselves to the study of the law. In other 
words, I shall prove them by the method. that we call 
“religious proofs” — letters’ permutations. Their secrets 
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remained unknown to many of the readers, for they could 
not comprehend their secrecy and their nature. Indeed, 
they are known only to few scholars of the divine Kabbalah 
who were helped by the mind that straightens the distorted. 
It-is the created mind that taught them the purpose of true 
knowledge. And if one should say, “How do you know that 
this knowledge is originated from the mind’ and not from 
your own thoughts? For I can also concoct thousands of 
false proofs, for permutation receives good and evil, false 
and true; and if I wish to mislead people, I shall 
demonstrate, according to your proofs, that true is false 
and false is true, that good is evil and that evil is good. 
Thus, letters’ permutations can neither verify nor 
distinguish between true and false, and between good and 
evil”, we do not ask to dissent from the true. For the true 
believers do not share the opinions of sects that reverse the 
purposes of prophecy, to whom the prophet referred by 
saying: “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 
who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put 
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5:20). 


But we know without any doubt according to the three 
types of proofs that we consider clear and comprehensible; 
the proofs of the senses, which we perceive by our bodily 
senses; the proofs of the mind, which we perceived by our 
imagination; and traditional proofs, which we perceived by 
the intellect and which are called /shim (men [according to 
Maimonides, the lowest level of angels]).. That what we 
obtained from the letters’ permutations might assist us in 
differentiating between true and false, and to separate good 
from evil. And indeed, this is the purpose behind. the 
permutation. And hence, all the contraries are meant to try 
all the hearts. Thus, it is called Mezzareph (crucible), for it 
tries opinions, hearts, and reins, as it is written: “The 
crucible is for silver, the furnace is for gold, and the Lord 
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tries hearts” (Proverbs 17:3). It is also written, “Your word 
is well tried, and Your servant loves it” (Psalms 119:140); 
and “The word of the Lord is tried: He is a buckler to all 
those that trust in Him” (Psalms 18:31).: And we shall 
receive from Him good and shall not receive.evil, as it is 
written: “Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not-receive evil?” (Job 2:10). And thus, we shall 
trust Him and begin. with the book, with the help of the 
‘Rock’. 
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The first part is called ‘Ways of Life’ 


“The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart 
from hell beneath” (Proverbs 15:24) 


When he returned, he 
divided every 


debit that he found. 


First, he placed Chalcol, 


and his host is great. 


All the sons of Maho/ 


wanted to alarm him. 


The memory of their name, 
in the sand 


he shall hide with his foot. 


[Holy is when he shall fall 
The Rock shail double 


Blessed is the man that can 


dead [because of] his fate. 


his life in his reward. 


inquire in His temple. 


Put out your hand and eat 


| intelligently the fruit of His 


intellect. 
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Preface 


“She does not take heed to the path of life; her ways 
wander, and she does not know it” (Proverbs 5:6) 


Moses, our Rabbi of blessed memory, studied the ways of 
nature and found that they straighten the intellect of the 
innate notions of scholars. His upper Nefesh (lower soul) 
wished to cleave unto its foundation, which. is a beginning 
with no end and an end with no beginning. And the Name 
— blessed be He —- bestowed unto him of His good, 
according to Moses’ ability; and it instructed him in His 
ways, one by one, according to Moses’ strength, which was 
the strength of a human being, until little by little his 
intellect was materialized and he obtained the divine 
inspiration (Ruach. Ha-Kodesh, lit. Holy Spirit). Then, he 
became eternally perfect like no other man. Now, this high 
status obliged him to begin his book — the Torah — with the 
word Bereshit (In the beginning), in order to inform us that 
all things were created by one Creator. He is the beginning 
and He does not have beginning, and He created 
everything that exists, everything perceptible, and every 
concept. He named all the concepts “gods”, and gave 
them the name of their Creator in order to show their 
importance. And their existence testifies to the wisdom of 
their Creator. He called all the perceptibles with two 
names, which in the holy tongue represent two general 
ideas that indicate the upper and lower perceptible — 
heaven and earth. He added two similar words, “E”’t Ha- 
Shamaim Ve-E"t Ha-Aretz (the heaven and the earth)”, 
and also added two similar letters: He (’) and He. And the 
scholars of Kabbalah explained them according to the 
tradition that they received from their forefathers — the 
students of Moses our Rabbi of blessed memory. 
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In this book, we shall not repeat the issues that they 
already interpreted and explained. Indeed, they revealed, 
explained, and proclaimed the importance of any secret in 
their words, in the words of Moses — our Rabbi of blessed 
memory — or in the books of prophecy that put into 
practice the words of Moses — our Rabbi of blessed 
memory. We shall lengthen the discussion on this subject 
according to the ability of our limited intellect. We shall 
reveal some of the hidden topics that we discovered, and 
that none of the books’ authors had explained. And though 
it is possible that someone hinted or remarked on the 
whereabouts of the secret by using terms, homonyms, 
parables, or permutations of letters — by the first letters of 
words or last letters of words, by reordering the letters, by 
abbreviations, or by Gematria — they. are homonyms that 
the Great Rabbi Moses ben Maimon of blessed memory, 
who wrote the important essay “The Guide for the 
Perplexed”, had revealed. The aim of his interpretation 
and his true purpose were to disclose the secrets to the 
scholars. Now in the process, some of the secrets of the 
Torah according to our tradition were revealed as well. 
Therefore, this interpretation is called Sitrei Torah (Secrets 
of the 7orah). 


But before we continue, we would like to explain why we 
went deeply into this matter. We shall provide a satisfactory 
explanation to the wise, so that no man would suspect us 
of misinterpreting our thoughts. Hence, we shall remove his 
sin and’ keep its punishment away from his body. And our 
intention shall remain pure, and our action shall stay 
unblemished. We shall be unblemished in the new 
interpretation that we established concerning God and 
Israel, according to the examples of the Rabbi of blessed 
memory in the “Guide”, in the “Commentary on Mishne 
Torah’, in the “Commentary on Pereg Heleq’, and in 
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others ~ such as the permutation of the word Bereshit 
(’"WN12, in the beginning), which reveals the secret of 
Shebarati ()"NI2Y, that I created); and the permutation 
of the word Elohim (n'N9X, God), which reveals the 
secret of Yah Male (Rn 1”, a complete Yah); and also 
the permutation of the words Shamaim Va-Arer ( DY 
y’181, heaven and earth) into 7ziyoram Meesh ( D!'NVS 
wx, drawn out of fire), and Yotram Meesh ( Dx) 
wR, were created from fire). These and other similar 
examples are secrets of Kabbalah of the Torah and of the 
Precepts that were given to us in order to complete our two 
types of existence — the rectification of the body and 
Nefesh (lower soul) in. this world in order to revive the 
Nefesh in the world to come. Acronyms such as “I” (993%) 
conceal a great secret in Aramaic: “I gave you my Nefesh 
in writing (WAN man’ wd’ NN)’. Or an 
abbreviation such as “Truth shall spring out of the earth 
(nAY’N PpIX’ NN’R)” (Psalms 85:12) forms the word 
“truth” (79%). The last letters of the words in the phrase, 
“God a faithful king” (72 7’. 2"), form the oath 
“therefore” (109), and the first letters of the words in the 
phrase (7082 71 9X) form the word Amen (7’X). 
Those and all their similar teach us the secrets and the true 
meaning of the 7orah and the Precepts. Moreover, the 
great Rabbi Moses ben Nahman wrote at the beginning of 
his “Commentary on the Jorah” that we have a genuine 
tradition, for the entire Torah is the names of the Holy One 
~ blessed be He. For example, the first three words [in the 
Torah], “At the beginning God created ( X12 MWNI2 
DNDN)” can be rearranged to read, “In the head stared 
Rael (0/7 9" 89 2"N W"NIA)”. This is the meaning of 
his words. In this manner, all the secrets of the Zorah that 
bear witness of the secrets of existence were hidden — 
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secrets that create divine perception and profound ideas in 
the hearts of the scholars. These ideas are hidden from the 
masses that waste their life worshiping idols, cherishing 
everything temporal, and hating everything eternal. And do 
not mind whether their ideas and beliefs are weak or 
strong. 


And since Moses ~ our Rabbi of blessed memory ~— was 
most perfect, and he was a father in the knowledge of the 
Law, in wisdom, and in prophecy, the divine ‘influence 
onto which he cleaved carried him to receive the Torah 
from the blessed. Name in two propositions: . First, by 
studying the literal meaning of the Torah and its Precepts 
with its traditional written interpretation, the entire Tadmud, 
and other similar books; second, by studying the hidden 
meaning of the Torah, its secrets, its names, and the 
reasons behind its Precepts, which are called “the secrets of 
the Torah”. For He created two types of human being — 
intelligent and fools. To the fools, He gave imagination 
according to their stupidity, as milk is given to infants, while 
He gave reason to the intelligent as wine is given to old 
people. Thus, the Torah is divine as the system of the 
wisdom of the existing world, and they are present in every 
creature, in general and in particular. And also, the Torah 
set everything in order, in general and in particular. On one 
hand, the Torah likens nature, perfecting every deficiency 
in creation, while on the other hand it perfects every simple 
man as the mind. As it is written, “The law of the Lord is 
perfect, reviving the Nefesh” (Psalms 19:8), and “The 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple” 
(Psalms 19:8). And Solomon said that it teaches wisdom 
and gives subtlety to the simple, as it is written: “To give 
subtlety to the simple, to the young man knowledge and 
discretion” (Proverbs 1:4). Thus, nothing can be added to 
the Torah, not even the smallest letter, and nothing can be 
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taken from it. Therefore, it is written concerning the doing 
of God, “You shall neither add to it nor diminish from it” 
(Deuteronomy 13:1). and in Ecclesiastes it is said, “I know 
that whatever-God does endures forever; nothing can be 
added to it, nor anything taken from it” (Ecclesiastes 3:14). 
It is a clear and acceptable testimony drawn from the Torah 
and from the wisdom that every part of creation and every 
creature that God created are most perfect, without adding 
to it.or taking away from it. Moreover, the entire: Torah, its 
overt meaning, and its secret meaning are most perfect, 
without adding to it nor taking away from it.. Thus, the 
perfection of creation is eternal, and also the perfection of 
the 7orah, its guardians and those who know it are eternal: 
Therefore, it is impossible that the Torah shall vanish or 
that another 7orah shall take its place. And its secrets shall 
undoubtedly be revealed when the Messiah arrives, by the 
future prophets and by the Messiah himself. For it shall 
bestow wisdom onto the sons of Israel and onto those who 
follow them. Hence, it is written: “For they shall all know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest” (Jeremiah 
31:33); and “For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea”. (Isaiah 11:9). 
Moreover, our Rabbis of blessed memory said that -the 
Holy One — blessed be He — shall reveal the reasons of the 
Torah. And though it would appear in the mind of the 
simple men that the reasons of the Precepts are something 
else, we should not fear it, for the prophet already provided 
a hint to this issue by saying, “With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation” (Isaiah 12:3). And Jonathan of 
blessed memory translated: “With joy you will receive new 
secrets of the Zorah from the righteous teachers” — 
meaning that with joy you will learn new things; not really 
new thing, but new to those who study and. never heard it 
from their fathers. It is known to the kabbalists, who study 
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the hidden subjects, that this study is the study of letters’ 
permutation, and the word “with joy” (7WwW2) is a sure 
testimony. There are many true proofs to this subject in 
“Sefer Yetzirah” (the  Book- of Formation), its 
interpretations, and the true 7orah. And we should not 
argue with simple men who deny the truth, for they do not 
know the nature of wisdom and its perfect ways. Therefore, 
we shall choose as well one prodigy that can understand 
our words, and even if a hundred-thousand fools will not 
be able to understand us as we were commanded by More 
Ha-Tzedek (the teacher of justice); for the Name — blessed 
be He — destroyed the entire generation of Noah, and 
saved solely Noah and his household who practiced His 
Precepts. Concerning Noah, it is written: “This one shall 
comfort us concerning our work. and toil of our hands” 
(Genesis 5:29), Thus, this one prodigy shall suffice us, and 
all the more so if there will be many others. 


Indeed, this prodigy knows that the Rabbi did not entreat 
to reveal the mysteries, which the Name — blessed be He — 
kept secret, as he stated at the beginning of the third part. 
He is also aware that two causes forced us to reveal the 
things that we decided to reveal: First, since the time of the 
end arrives and the influx will greatly increase, “Many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” (Daniel 
12:4); second, we shall awake the hearts of those who 
sleep in the dust, as it is written, “And many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake” (Daniel 12:2), 
And when the wisdom shall be revealed, people will know 
that the time of the end arrived, as it is written: “For the 
words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end” 
(Daniel 12:9). And we know that in the true nature of 
wisdom “Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried; but the wicked shail do wickedly; and none of the 
wicked shall understand, but the wise shal! understand” 
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(Daniel 12:10). Then, the prophecies of Daniel concerning 
the “time of the end” (p"? n”y = 660), whose secret is 
“scale of merit and scale of defect” (N”a1IN 4”91 NDT 4" 
= 660), which is the “hidden scale” (py D"pwN = 
660), will come true. “And there shall be-a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time; and at that time, your people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the book” (Daniel 
12:1).-And testify, for then the hearts shall wake to attain 
wisdom, as it is written: “But you, O Daniel, shut up the 
words and seal the. book, even to the time of the end; 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased” (Daniel 12:4). And He already separated 
between the righteous and the wicked, as it is written: “And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2). And it is written, “And 
they that be wise shall shine as the brightness. of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3). These verses were 
already explained, and therefore do not require further 
interpretation. However, they inform us of the revival of 
the wisdom, the virtue of its sustainers, their excellent 
reward, the wickedness of its deniers, and their poor 
punishment. He did not say that the rich shall shine as the 
brightness, as the avaricious might think, for He said that 
the wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament. And 
if a man would not learn wisdom, how could he become 
wise? And if he would not become wise, how could he 
shine? And if he would not shine, how could he become 
eternal as the stars forever and ever? 


These essentials forced me, Raziel Ben Shemuel Abu Al 
Afia, to write this treatise about wisdom, in order to reveal 


28 Sitrei Torah — Secrets of the Torah 


some issues that are derived from the thirty-six mentioned 
secrets. | write this treatise for the glory of God — blessed be 
He ~ in order to declare His name throughout all the earth, 
and to learn what will become of these secrets. It has been 
ten. years since I left my homeland, Toledo of Nevada, in 
the kingdom of Spain. I journeyed from place to place 
seeking the wisdom of the 7ora/ and its secrets. 1am today 
in the city of Phonon. I was joined in my school by four 
rows of stones, and these are their names: Onyx. (OW), 
Diamond (0197), Agate (12), and Amethyst (nMdNN) - 
stones of onyx and setting stones for the breast-piece and 
for the ephod. And God bestowed upon these four children 
knowledge and intelligence in order to understand any 
wisdom. Thus, I brought them as close to me as‘! could, 
and I gave them new names: Daniel, Chananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah, whom | called Zechariah. They are youths 
without blemish, handsome, skilful in all wisdom, endowed 
with knowledge and understanding, learned, and 
competent to serve in the king’s palace. And I taught them 
the letters and language of the Holy One. And when those 
four:children — Daniel, Chananiah, Mishael,; and. Zechariah 
— came to shelter under the wings of the Shechina (Divine 
Presence), “False witriesses that breathe out violence” 
(Psalms 27:12) have risen up against them, and have 
attempted to dismiss them from the table of the Lord ~ the 
God of Israel — in order to keep them from being nourished 
from the splendor of the Shechina, when other human 
beings ate grass; for “They exchanged the glory of God for 
the image of an ox that eats grass” (Psalms 106:20). And 
“The.ox knows his owner and the ass his master’s crib, but 
Israel does not know; my people does not consider. Ah 
sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are corrupters: They have forsaken 
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the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto 
anger, they are gone away backward” (Isaiah 1:3). 


And when the children saw that the hand of those who 
wish to prevent them from reaching the truth grew stronger 
~ and they already “Set their mouth against the heavens, 
and their tongue walks through the earth” (Psalms 73:9) ~ 
they feared, trembled, and behaved with people as people 
and with a priest as a priest, each one according to his 
wisdom. And there shall not be like people, such as a 
priest; and they shall flow together to the Lord and to His 
goodness according to the custom of the Sons of Israel with 
the One Who is close to them. And they came to me, 
implored, and asked me to interpret the secrets of “the 
Guide of the Perplexed” with some secrets of the 7orah, 
which, I know, concern profound issues that would serve 
them as a testimony, a merit, a voice, and an interpreter in 
order to attain some wisdom that their Nefesh desired to 
learn, in order to know it and understand its essence, and 
in order to know their Creator. Thus, they implored me 
very much. And when they were taught some of the secrets 
of the wisdom, their desire to learn grew. Then, as their 
desire grew, their imploring grew. And I, because of my 
love for them, did not desire to turn them down. | fulfilled 
their desire according to their wish, and I wrote this 
interpretation for them and for those who desire wisdom 
like them. And though I knew it to be a heavy burden, and 
though I knew I had many opponents, whom I do not want 
to name — for there is no advantage in mentioning them — I 
did not stop and composed for them a valuable object that 
inspires desire for learning and passion for wisdom, so that 
they can follow truth all their life ~ that it may go well with 
them, and that their days and years may be prolonged. In 
Him, since “In His hand is the life of every living thing and 
the breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10), I shall seek help, to 
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save me from obstacles and mistakes. And in His great 
mercy I shall complete my intention. As it is written, “But 
the steadfast love of the Lord is from. everlasting to 
everlasting upon those who fear Him, and His 
righteousness is to children’s children” (Psalms 103:17); 
“You do show me the path of life; in Your presence there is 
fullness of joy, in Your right hand are. pleasures for 
evermore” (Psalms 16:11). 
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First secret: Shape and Likeness ( DX 
nn) 


We learn about the first secret in chapters.1, 2, 7, 40, 45, 
and 55, all the chapters that deal with the term ‘form’ 
(Toar), and from chapters 67, 68, and 71 in the first part. 


Concerning Shape and Likeness 


Allusions to this secret can be found in chapter 12 of the 
second part, and in chapters 7, 8, 22, 27, and 54 of the 
third part. You should know that sometimes allusions to a 
certain subject can be found in other chapters. Sometimes I 
will mention it and sometimes I will not. At times, the 
chapter will include only one reference to the secret that I 
wish to teach you, but sometimes it will include many 
references that will show you the meaning. of the secret; 
and sometimes, at first. look it will seem that the chapter 
does not deal with the subject that I wish to discuss, but on 
a second look, after careful study or permutation of one 
name, you will be able to discern the secret and its 
meaning. I will use the explanation of this secret as an 
example from which you will be able to use in order to 
understand the following secrets. 


The Rabbi explained that both terms ~ Shape and 
Likeness (1/1) DX) - indicate the true essence of 
man, and that man is man, for he was created in the image 
of God, after His likeness. He discovered that the word 
‘shape’ refers to the natural form, the generic form that is 
the Nefesh (lower soul). It is the human and intellectual 
perception, which is compared to the divine perception 
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onto which it cleaves and from which it was created ~ one 
upon which its eternal. existence depends. And the 
meaning of this secret is that the ‘shape’ is the name of the 
Nefesh that continues to exist after the death. Its existence 
after the death is related to its resemblance to its Creator in 
the matters of perception, existence, and eternity. Until this 
‘shape’. returns, it is called after its teacher — the special 
Name of the Intellect that creates shape in His shape. As it 
is hinted in the verse, “And God created man in-His own 
image; in the image of God He created him” (Genesis 
1:27). And the repetition of the word ‘image’ [shape] 
indicates that the one who performs the action and the one 
on which the action was performed are an inseparable 
ones. And the secret of ‘shape and likeness’ (NNT) DY 
= 616) is in Gematria the ‘generations’ (W117 = 616) to 
which the 7oraA was given. And their 7zeruf (combination, 
permutation) is ‘studying the Precepts’ (nn 719) on 
which He constructed the rooms of Understanding. 


Thus, we learned that the term ‘shape’ represents. the 
shape of the intellect, whereas the term ‘likeness’ denotes 
resemblance. For it is known that the intellect and the 
resemblance (D”YIT? 7"PNTN 2”9WN = 616) are ‘shape 
and likeness’. And indeed, the subject of ‘shape and 
likeness’. is ‘explained’ (W19N. = 626). And so, I 
explained to those who understand the ways of truth, the 
secret of. ‘shape and likeness’, and its meaning, as I 
mentioned in my introductory chapter. However, this secret 
was also mentioned in the second chapter: “The intellect 
that God bestowed on man — His highest perfection — was 
bestowed before he disobeyed God. And therefore, it is 
written that man was created in the form and likeness of 
God”. He continued this discourse and taught us. that 
‘shape’ was called ‘highest perfection’. This matter is 
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referred to one issue and not to another — i.e. how the 
Rabbi dealt with it — and that is how I shall deal with it too. 
And: the Nefesh, which is mentioned in chapter 12 in the 
book of Job, is actually the secret of ‘shape’, which is 
mentioned in chapters 1 and 2. In addition, chapter 8 of 
the third part gives a profound explanation of the meaning 
that we mentioned here. Moreover, the abstract form, 
which is the true essence and which is mentioned in 
chapters 67 and 68, reveals this secret by revolving the 
letters. In addition, the combination ‘shape and likeness’, 
which referred to the resemblance between Seth and his 
father, teaches us the meaning of the shape of Adam and 
his likeness. Moreover, Seth is the only son of Adam to 
whom the Torah referred as son, as will be explained in the 
next chapter. 
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Second secret: The Homonymy of the 
Word Ben (son) 


We learn about the second secret in chapters 7, 14, 53 
60, 61, 62, and 67 of the first part, chapters 4, 6, 10, 11, 
12, 30, 31, 36, and.39 of the second part, and fiom 
chapters 7, 8, and 22. 


Concerning the Homonymy of the Word 
Ben 


There is no doubt that the wise know how to infer. 
Therefore, the author of such a profound book shall trust 
the mind of those who have understanding. For the books 
will not suffice to reveal all the secrets; even if they are 
higher than heaven and their ink is stronger than water. 
Moreover, even if the entire lifespan of all people should be 
added together, it would not be enough to: reveal all the 
secrets. Nevertheless, the speaking intellect must discuss 
what it can and let go of what it cannot attain. Thus, I shall 
present to you general matters and many names that teach 
one subject. My intention is to reveal this hidden matter 
and thus stimulate the intellect to reach a real and complete 
understanding. Also, the secret of the term Ben (son) 
contains many names that indicate one issue — ie. that the 
sons of the prophets are called ‘sons’ although they are 
also their pupils. As it is written, “A man is envious of all 
except his son and his pupil” (Sanhedrin 105). And it is 
said that the wise pass the Tetragrammaton to their sons 
and to their pupils once a week (Kiddushin 71). And they 
called each of the names — name of a son, this and. that 
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letter — for a great secret, For the word Shem (name) is 
derived from the words Shmama (desolation) and 
destruction, and the word Ben is derived from the words 
Bina (Understanding). and Binyan (structure, building). For 
man is made of desolation and. destructive elements that 
lead him to his end, and of understanding and constructive 
elements that lead him to eternal existence. 


You should know that everything that was produced by 
that cause, by all the Shef (influx), and by all the heavenly 
force is called Ben. And when the force is weak, it is called 
‘daughter’, ‘female’, or ‘woman’, etc. And this refers as well 
to the secret of Bat ol (lit. ‘daughter of voice’). But when 
the force is strong, it is called Ben, ‘masculine’, or ‘man’, 
etc. Concerning the masculine, it is written: “Now, there 
was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord” (Job 1:6). And to both 
genders, He referred in the verse: “And the sons. of God 
saw the daughters of men” (Genesis 6:2). And there are 
many. other references that you will be able to see if you 
study them carefully. However, you should not think that 
every Ben that is mentioned in the Torah is of this type. 
For, if you should think in this manner,. you will be 
considered as a heretic who denies the Torah, the Name, 
and His terrible deeds. It would have driven you mad, and 
you would have gone astray because of this evil and idle 
thought. But now, I shall explain to you this matter. You 
should know that we do not believe that every Ben that is 
mentioned in the. Torah refers simply to one Ben or many, 
for the mind does not instruct us when they are absent by 
nature. However, we should believe in it where it is absent 
according to the mind, or if instead of teaching us the 
beginning, the middle, or the end of this matter it would 
show us a different meaning better than the literal meaning. 
Concerning the first type, our Rabbis of blessed memory 
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said: “A verse cannot depart from its plain meaning” 
(Shabbat 63:1). There are three interpretations or types of 
the word Ben: First, the literal meaning; second,. a 
figurative use of the word; third, when the word can be 
interpreted according to the two. ways mentioned. above 
without hindering one another. Since we are bound to the 
truth of the Torah and Prophecy, we must accept the literal 
meaning of the first type without adding any hidden 
interpretation that is not mentioned in the text. 


Indeed, after accepting the literal meaning of the word we 
can look for allusions and secrets in the letters of the name 
of the man, and try to understand the hidden meaning of 
the name and why it was given to this particular man — this 
we are allowed to do. For the Torah draws our attention to 
the origins and meaning of names, and there is a great 
reward to. those who study this. subject. For example, the 
Torah teaches us that the name Adam is derived from the 
word Adama (round), in order to indicate his destiny, as it 
is written: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” 
(Genesis 3:19), and “Till you return to the ground, for out 
of it you were taken” (Genesis 3:19). Also, the name of 
Chava (Eve). suits her, for she was the mother of all Chay 
(living). And also Cain [is referred to by] “I have gotten 
(Aanit) a man”; Kaniti comes from the word Kinyan 
(property), and its secret is derived from the word Kinah 
(envy), for he was envious of his brother and therefore 
killed him. Whereas the name Heve/ (Abel) signifies the 
lack of property or Hevel (vanity), as it is written: “Man is 
like vanity” (Psalms 144:4): And it is written, “So that a 
man have no preeminence above a beast: For all is vanity” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:19). And Solomon declared at the beginning 
of the book of Ecclesiastes, ‘Vanity of vanities” 
(Ecclesiastes 1:2); in the middle, “All the days of the life of 

your vanity” (Ecclesiastes 9:9); and at the end, “Vanity of 
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ities” (Ecclesiastes 12:8). Nevertheless, the whole world 
ans a the Hevel (breath) of schoolchildren, and the 
secret of the name is Eve/ (mourning), for dying without 
leaving a-seed is unnatural, And Seth [is referred to by] 
“For God, said she, had appointed (Shaé) me another seed 
instead of Abel, whom Cain slew” (Genesis 4:25). Now, we 
have mentioned the three sons of Adam, but only the third 
and last son was created in the ‘likeness and shape’ of him, 
whereas Cain and Abel were not created in the shape and 
likeness of Adam their father. 


Our Rabbis of blessed: memory called them. ‘Spirits’, and 
the Rabbi called them ‘demons’. And behold, the name of 
His first wife who had a real. existence and who escaped 
from Him was called Lilith. This is a traditional belief that 
cannot be found in the literal meaning of the Torah. And 
since we do not have a literal meaning of her name, we 
should perhaps treat it as a secret, which is derived from 
the words Yelala (howl). and Layla (night); for if it is a 
secret, the Nefesh of man may comprehend it in this 
manner. And also the name Noah [is referred to by] “This 
same shall comfort (Yenahamenu) us” (Genesis 5:29), and 
the name Avraham [by] “Father of many (Av Hamon) 
(Genesis 17:4). And the name Yitzchak (Isaac) is derived 
from the word Tzchok (laughter), and the name Yaacov 
(Jacob) is derived from the words Akev (heel) and. Akov 
(mountain). And the name Israel is. derived from the verse, 
“For you have striven (Sharifa) with God and with men, 
and have prevailed” (Genesis 32:29). And also, the name 
Reuben [is referred to by] “For the Lord has looked (Raah) 
upon my affliction”. (Genesis 29:32), Simeon [by] For the 
Lord has heard (Shama) that I am hated” (Genesis 29:33), 
Levi [by] “Now, this time my husband will be joined to.me 
(Yelave)” (Genesis 29:34), and Yehudah (Judah) [by] 
“Judah, your brothers shall praise you ( Yoduchah) 
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(Genesis 49:8). In this manner, most of the names of the 
Torah are explained. Some are derived from one word, 
while others are derived from two words or more. Thus, 
the Torah contains marvels deeper than the sea, which 
indicate many of its secrets. Nevertheless, these names exist 
until we explain their absence. And every name of this 
type, which is mentioned in the Torah — such as “And 
Noah had three sons” (Genesis 6:10), and “Both the 
daughters of Lot” (Genesis 19:36) — actually existed. 


And indeed, every Ben of the second type that is 
mentioned in the Torah — a son that does not exist 
physically, such as “Israel. is my son, even my firstborn” 
(Exodus 4:22) — does not have a literal meaning. And as 
the firstborn, according to a tradition of humanity, is the 
most important son in the household of. his father, his 
inheritance, blessing — and the right of kingship is twice as 
big as of his brothers — so does Israel who is worthy, for he 
observes the laws of God, and. because of God’s 
Providence is to be considered as the firstborn among the 
nations — which are considered as well as the sons of the 
Name, blessed be He. For the first man, who is the father 
of all men, did not have a natural father. And therefore, 
God became his father and the first father. And if you say 
that Adam is the first man, then God who created him in 
His form and His likeness is the first father and the first 
man. Because of this secret, we called the rider of the 
Chariot by the homonymous name of Adam (man), as it is 
written in the book of Ezekiel: “And upon the likeness of 
the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man 
above upon it” (Ezekiel 1:26). We find many other 
references to this type of Ben: “I will be his father, and he 
shall be my son” (2 Samuel 7:14), “You are the children of 
the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy. 14:1). And [we find] 
also the word ‘father’: “You are our father” (Isaiah 63:16), 
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etc. The third type of Ben can be found in the verse, “Who 
knows whether the spirit of the sons of men (Adam) goes 
upward” (Ecclesiastes 3:21). In this verse, we cannot tell if 
the sons of men refer to the sons of the first man or to sons 
of men in general; and it is impossible to decide according 
to the verse. Therefore, you can interpret this verse 
according to your own understanding, for it does not 
matter either way. And if I have aroused your curiosity by 
explaining this name, I hope you will be aroused to learn 
the rest of the names, according to your intellect. 
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Third secret: Concerning the Throne 
(803) 


We learn about the third secret in chapters 9, 27, 45, and 
69 of the first part, in chapter 26 of the second part, and 
from the Chariot in the third part. 


Concerning the Throne 


You will notice that my account of some secrets is long, 
while the account of others is relatively short. And you 
should not wonder about this, for on one hand there are 
secrets that can be explained with few words, and there are 
secrets that are explained thoroughly in the ‘Guide’; while 
on the other hand, there are secrets that require thorough 
explanations. Or it is that this secret should be fully 
explained, and maybe it is concealed in the ‘Guide’ more 
than other secrets. Therefore, we are sometimes forced to 
prolong and sometimes to curtail, according to the secret 
and its concealment. Now, behold! The term Kise (N09, 
throne) requires some detailed explanation. It is said that 
the word. Aise means Kisu/ (cover) — i.e. something covered 
and. marvelous as the word Olam (world), which means 
something A/um (hidden) and concealed: Sometimes it 
would cover and encompass others, and sometimes it 
would be covered and encompassed by others. And the 
name that is derived from Him testifies to His existence, 
“For my hand is upon the throne of God” (Exodus 17:16). 
And “Your throne from generation to generation” 
(Lamentations 5:19) etc. testifies that He encompass all 
and is not encompassed by others. For He knows every 
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existing thing, and He encompasses it with an eternal 
encompassing knowledge; for nothing can comprehend 
Him. And therefore, nothing can encompass Him. And 
since the throne indicates the superiority of its Creator, the 
prophets associated it to the Name — blessed be He; for the 
verses, “The heavens are my throne” (Isaiah 66:1), and “A 
glorious throne on high” (Jeremiah 17:12), etc., indicate 
that the Name — blessed be He — encompasses them with 
His knowledge and bestows on them. His light and splendor 
from every direction and from every comer of the six edges 
of the world. 


And the Divine influence is the cause of their existence 
and the reason for their continuous vitality. Those whose 
existence is reputable are worthy of more Divine influence 
than those whose existence is less reputable. In order to 
understand, you should think about the world:as a ladder 
that is placed in the lowest essence and rises to the 
supreme essence; the head of the ladder is called ‘a 
throne’, and its bottom is called ‘a footstool’. We know that 
this is the real form of things; we feel with our senses and 
know in our mind that the general man is a form of 
imagination in the world. For the world [macrocosm] is a 
big man and man is a small world. [microcosm]. We also 
learned that the particular man is a microcosm. And now 
that we have studied this matter, we know why the Temple 
carries heavenly forces, why it serves as a shape of the 
throne to the Shechina (Divine Presence), and why the 
Shechina resides in the Temple and on Mount Sinai. 
Moreover, it is said that. the Patriarchs represent the 
Chariot, for we already know that the four holy beasts carry 
a three-legged throne. And behold, David is the fourth leg 
— and behold — a shield, forever faithful. And we found in 
Kabbalah and in our mind the secret of this terrible issue. 
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And we presented its interpretation. And you, study it 
carefully in order to understand it. 


You already know that man is made of four essential 
characteristics - a matter that is made of four elements, 
and a form that is made of four primal forms, the forms of 
the four elements: The form of fire, the form of wind 
(Ruach\, the form of water, and the form of. dust. 
Moreover, the human matter is also made of four elements, 
which are called the four types of composition: The 
inanimate, the vegetable, the living being, and the 
speaking. For, since man. is made of the four composite 
forms, he is undoubtedly also made of the four composite 
matters. And indeed, the composite matters are the solid 
objects ~ which are similar to inanimate objects, such as 
bones. — and also the solid things - which are made with 
some softness, as sinews, which are similar to plants. 
Therefore, we can say that these two species are not living 
beings and that they do not feel, for every living being 
feels, and everything that feels is a living being; for 
inanimate objects and plants do not live and do not feel. 
And the soft things, which are combined with some solid 
parts, are similar to unspeaking living beings that feel the 
obvious and live; for, as we said, everything that feels is a 
living being. And [so is] also every soft thing that contains a 
very small, almost undetectable amount of solid elements, 
till they almost disintegrate because of their softness ~ flash, 
for example. They are living beings that feel the most subtle 
feeling because of their coexistence with the speaking type, 
which resembles the speaking living being. 


These four matiers are mentioned in one verse in the 
book of Job: “You did clothe me with skin and flesh, and 
knit me together with bones and sinews” (Job 10:11). And 
these four physical materials have four forms: An inanimate 
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etable form, a living form, and a speaking form. 
Cates no doubt that these four are the cone ga 
heavenly sphere (Galgah, as we can learn. from . a 
periods of the.sun and the four periods of the moon “ : 
month, day, and night, a clear evidence to the eye al 
ihe mind. For these natural events teach us he ake 
and from the visible we can learn the hidden; : ee : 
that these natural events pertain to this wor! » . oe 
made of four elements. They pertain also to the - nanan 
although they are divided into. seven, as the wee 


he secret of “A time, 
name of forty-two letters, and t : 
ie and half a time” (Daniel 7:25), and the secret of “A 


12:7). For Moed is a complete day of twelve (2) sae 
and half Moed is six () hours — thus, eighteen a 
(var). And Moadim are two. nights = twenty aun is 
hours. Their sign is Yechi 7 OPT, singular pa SA : 
And their secret is, “For I lift up ‘my hand’ ("q?, = 24) 
heaven, and say: ‘I live’ Q”"n = 18) forever (Deuteronomy 
32:40). And their sign is, “If then I be a father, where is vi 
honor ("1129 = 42)” (Malachi 1:6), and the ae s, 
“Let my lord king ‘David’ (1 = 14) live forever i : . 
28)” (1 Kings 1:31). And also, “Every eyes = se ei 
My name, whom I created for ‘My glory ( n = ia 
whom I formed and made” (Isaiah 43:7), and ee . 
cleaves to me ("22 = 42) in love, I will deliver sy 
will protect him, for he knows My name (Psalms - - 
and “For by me ("2 yy. =. 42) your days wil 
multiplied, and years will be added to your A eet 
9:11). And if you multiply by two the secret of see ee i 
verse, “This (1% = 12) is My name forever, and thus, 
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to be remembered throughout all generations” (Exodus 
3:15) — for they are all connected one to another ~ and if 
you understand the course of. the week, you will 
understand because of the multiplication. It is said that 
Hanokh (9M = 84) is Metatron (V4700N = 314), for it 
is ‘he (N’9N = 12) he’ [Hanokh is in Gematria two times 
forty-two]. Then, you will know the secret of the night 
becoming a day, of the day becoming a night, the secret of 
Hallelujah (99M, praise God), and the - secret of 
Alalleluhu (¥M79M, praise Him). And you will learn that the 
name Yah”u (10?) is engraved upon the day and upon the 
night, as our Rabbis of blessed memory said in Pirgei De 
Rabbi Eliezer. “Three letters. of - the unique name are 
engraved in the middle of the sun” (chapter 5). And then, 
you will know the knowledge of the Most High and see the 
vision of Shadda’/ (Almighty). 


Now you will be able to understand the secret of the four 
holy beasts of the Chariot, you will learn the secret of the 
four forces that are emanated from the sphere (Galgah, the 
secret of the four winds of heaven, the secret of the four 
elements - which are mixed with the four composite 
elements — and the secret of the four basic elements, Then, 
you will learn the issue of the four rows of three stones — 
twelve stones that represent the twelve tribes, six names on 
the first stone and six names on the second stone. And 
[you will learn about] the twelve tribes, which are divided 


into four standards, and each standard faces one of the 
four edges of the world — east, west, north, and south. And 
[you will learn about] the twelve zodiacal signs set in four 
groups of three signs, as we learned from the issue of the 
forces: P”"NV (Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius) — fire — )"2y 
(Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn) — dust — 7”nn (Gemini, 
Libra, and Aquarius) — wind — T”yp (Cancer, Scorpio, and 
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i - 1. And when these four elements work 
escee aa separately, the twelve zodiacal she = 
them. For the movement of sun in these central - s 
yD 2X (Leo, Virgo, Libra, and Scorpio) - is reverse ; : 
4X (Leo and Virgo) are set inversely to » 9 (Libra os 
Scorpio) during the day and the night, and kerio 
(Aquarius and Pisces) are positioned inversely to 
(Aries and Taurus), and 4”? (Sagittarius and Capricorn) are 
set inversely to D”N (Gemini and Cancer). Also, the aa 
of the lower ones are inverted as they come in eel bh 
the forces. Thus, all the earthly species exist according to 
the type and condition of their accidents. 


The saying of the philosophers that things that se ee te 

chance reappear neither constantly nor frequently is : 

and correct (“The Guide” 2:20). Things that haved 

frequently but not constantly are fire and win Bese 

natural things [which are constant] are water a : 
However, the heat of fire and the wetness of wai a Zs 
constant properties that will never change. The natu S 
properties of the individuals in each ee ae 
constant. The form of the human face will not c : 
the form of a bull’s face, and the face of the bull wi Ae 

assume the form of a human face; the form ofa i sate 
will not change to the form of an eagle s face, etc. This he re 
well for their actions: The bee will continue ae 
beehives and to produce honey; the chicken wil ae . 
laying eggs, and the donkey will go on — ‘ 
donkey-foal. These things and their like pie an ia 
they will not be altered. Indeed, all the individual ie . 
and the accidental creatures that cleave and are Se > 
them enter the circle of existence and destruction, ne 
existence is the reason for destruction and destruction is : 
reason for existence. And under no circumstances can on 
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be present without the other. For, if form and matter 
existed without destruction, the production of a new form 
would have been impossible. Destruction enables matter to 
take on a new form. There are three components in the 
circle of existence and destruction: Matter, form, and 
absence. And since forin is the real existence, it should be 
called ‘nature’, while the matter, which is the vessel of 
form,. is called ‘nature’ only because of the form. In the 
creation, they are considered. as one entity that is 
combined of two realities: Matter and form. 


It is well known that there is no natural form devoid of 
matter and no matter without a form. The intellect 
understands and recognizes both of them ~ it recognizes 
the difference between them and it distinguishes between 
them. Thus, in the mind they exist separately, while outside 
of the mind they exist only together, as the bread that is 
made of flour and water. Our senses tell us that it is bread, 
while in our imagination it is flour and water. But it was 
already written in the books about nature. We mentioned it 
here only because of the changes of actions and the 
existence of the reality of the Holy Living Beings that carry 
the known forms — which carry the throne (803). And the 
forms of all men resemble their form. First, there are the 
four steps that are known, from the ladder —. the four 
kingdoms, and the four properties of man; for there are 
twelve rulers over the Nefesh as there are twelve masters to 
every year — the twelve zodiacal signs that by their 
movement create twelve months in a year, three by three 
in the creation of the explicit name of God. That explains 
every hidden secret, every concealed existence, and every 
attainable covered marvel. Thus, His name contains two 
similar letters ['N], which indicate that the Lord — blessed 

be He ~ governs two periods of sun equally, in the secret of 


Sitrei Torah — Secrets ofthe Torah 47 


my (Aries and Libra) — which is derived from vn fof ae 
eae of God]. And together they ees all Lape a 
i is “You shall understand. by ne 
ern yan), “And you shall take this rod ( ape 
oe =""onn) — the rod of God (o”m9N) — in ead ee i 
with which you shall do the a ioice nae ee 2 
i And they are 
do with matter and form. pennies Wee 
‘%) that correspond to the twelve zodiac : 
ae you learn about the serpent, which saree 
fleeing serpent, the twisting clans pe a sae 
t of the following verses: “Ine 
Sen a he head (WRN), and the prophet who beg 
lies is the tail (a/tn)” (Isaiah 9:14), “And the Lord wi 
ke you the head, and. not the tail (Dee OEy 
28:13) “And take in your hand the rod, which vie ilies 
into a serpent” Gosniee ne hoa oar : 
i 13). 
ee cis ae d take it by the tail; so, he 
written, “Put out your hand, an ie Raga 
i d caught it, and it became 
put out his hand an Eeecn cae 
4992)” (Exodus 4:4) — Be-a ae : 
pee Beas (Won2 3) are Be-Ka’t Va’v ( YI 
V4). , 7 
All these things shall teach aes ay ane ia ae : i 
ts of the Torah, for the 10 
eae and the force of the existing and of the 


crea upper beng 2 ce fob 
i thing; it is the 

the Fe bare and below of people a sae 
(Galgalim). In the Torah, heaven, earth, and a : . ee 
were created, and in the Torah they exist. Loon 
phylacteries bear witness of the Chariot, of the ws weer 
above it, of the throne that is set above the re 
of the likeness of a man who sits on the throne, 


: | 
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called Chashmal (>"nwn, electrum). And the rod that 
became a snake will reveal-to you this whole secret, and its 
existence is explained in the well known secret of inversion. 
You shall learn the secret of the axis [around which heaven 
rotates], the secret of the sphere (Galga/), and the secret-of 
the heart. Moreover, the head phylacteries and the hand 
phylacteries are true witnesses; they shall reveal to you the 
secret of the throne and the secret of the tables: For the 
word ‘throne’ (N03) is in Atbash ‘tables’ (n’nd): “And the 
tables were the work of God, and the writing was. the 
writing of God, graven upon the tables” (Exodus 32:16). 
And the tables were made of Sanpirinon [probably lapis 
lazuli, or sapphire], and the throne was made of sapphire 
stone. And these things testify their marvel. And concerning 
the deeds of the Chariot, we shall inspire you even more in 
this subject to do in its likeness, with the help of God. 
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Fourth secret: Pkidah (visiting) and 
Zechirah (recalling) 


We learn about this secret in chapters 10, 35, and 53 of 
the first part, from chapters 31 and 47 of the second part, 
and from all the. chapters concerning Providence of the 
third part. 


Concerning Visiting and Recalling 


The wise men of blessed memory drew our attention to 
the secrets that they received’ from the Prophets, who 
received them from our Rabbi Moses of blessed memory, 
who received them from the Lord our God.. They set a 
terrible filigree network. on every subject that was 
attainable: And due to our sins, we and our forefathers 
suffered more misfortunes. Our eyes were. shut and our 
ears sealed. from hearing the true tradition of these 
marvelous issues, until these divine marvels drew far away 
from the heavenly intention - so much that, if a man 
wishes to learn the true meaning of one of the secrets, he 
does not know how to do it. For the vessel that was meant 
to receive the existence of such truth was abolished from 
our holy nation — the sensible heart, the prophet, as it is 
written: “That we may get (€2)) a heart of wisdom” 
(Psalms 90:12). There is no doubt that this long 
forgetfulness prolonged our exile, and that this is the 
reason why we are under the rule of other nations.from the 
time. of the destruction of our Temple to this day. This 
forgetfulness. caused us to think that all the wisdom that we 
hear is a Greek wisdom. As a consequence, every man 
who studies. this wisdom is called heretic and Epicurean. 
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And this is why even intelligent and capable men draw 
away from wisdom. And you should not think that this 
sickness affected the ordinary people, for it affected 
especially those who considered themselves knowledgeable 
of the Six Orders ~ those who think that knowing and 
maintaining the Precepts is enough, and that there is no 
need to’ study the secrets derived from them. For they did 
not learn how to separate themselves from the sensory 
aspects. They are as the people who see composite earthly 
things and think that there is no sensible force governing 
them, and that the only reason for their existence is what 
humans can sense. They believe that God — blessed be He 
~ commanded and they were created, and the verse, “For 
He commanded and they were created” (Psalm 148:5), 
helps them to verify this bad point of view. 


But those who were endowed with intelligence and 
wisdom know that the heavenly and godly wisdom of the 
Torah is not the Greek wisdom of study and research, 
which is called in Greek “mathematics”. And it is not the 
wisdom of reason, which is called in Greek “dialectics” and 
“logics”, on which the sages said, “Keep your children from 
meditation (logics)” (Berakoth 28b). And the explanation 
of Rabbi Samuel ben Tibon of blessed memory was wrong. 
He said that people should keep their children from the 
meditation while they themselves can meditate — meaning 
that their children cannot attain wisdom, and in my 
opinion [they meant] heavenly wisdom. Nevertheless, I 
think that his interpretation is excellent, and there is no 
doubt that it-is a good: explanation to those who study 
reason, but not to us. For we know the true meaning of our 
sages who warmed us against those Greek ideas. For we 
are the holy. people of the Lord and we posses a holy 
Torah, which instructs us of these two types of wisdom that 
they put before the wisdom of study in order to prove them 
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according to their intellect. For they will not attain what is 
worthy until they learn the truth without their books. But 
truly, they achieved a great thing. 


In their books, | saw that they achieved many things that 
can be achieved by the faculty of the human intellect. 
However, I noticed that, when the heavenly intellect was 
required, they achieved nothing. Therefore, many of their 
suppositions are wrong, as we see in their books. And the 
two disciplines — the Natural Science and the Divine 
Wisdom (Metaphysics) that explain the essence and 
existence — are called in our language “The Work of 
Creation” (Maase Bereshit\ and “The Work of the Chariot” 
(Maase Merkava). We gave these disciplines names that 
indicate a deliberate creatio ex nihilo [creation out of 
nothing], whereas they gave these disciplines names that 
indicate an accidental. creatio ex materia [creation from 
matter]. And there is no doubt that their opinion contrasts 
with ours, as I shall demonstrate later. However, we, who 
received the ZYorah and the divine traditions, have no 
doubt that the perfect Torah reveals to us everything that 
they had discovered. In addition, our Torah is made of two 
levels: Exoteric and esoteric. The exoteric level is useful to 
those who are not familiar with the esoteric level, for it 
provides enough traditions for life in this world and for the 
attainment of the World to Come. The exoteric level is 
called “Precept” (Mitzvah), for it instructs only Precepts and 
nothing else, while the esoteric level is called Torah, for it 
instructs the wisdom of the Precept, its reason, and its 
essence. As it is written, “With the law and the: Precept, 
which I have written for their instruction” (Exodus 24:12), 
and “For the Precept is a lamp and the teaching a light; 
and the reproofs of discipline are the way of life” (Proverbs 
6:23). As it is said, a transgression put out the lamp of a 
Precept but not the light. of the Torah. Now, you will be 
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able to understand the meaning in the secrets of the Torah 
and the reasons of the Precepis. Moreover, the concept of 
lamp and light for the human Neshamah is the lamp of 
God, and “In the light of a king’s face there is. life” 
(Proverbs 16:15). And it is written, “For with You. is the 
fountain of life; in Your light do. we see light” (Psalm 
36:10). “O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of 
the Lord” (Isaiah 2:5). It is the essence of the Creation: 
“Let there be light (1”9%); and there was light” (Genesis 
1:3), And its secret is, “Light of the entire world” (748 
99 Dyn). 


Indeed, if you study and examine thoroughly the secrets 
of the Torah, you will learn from it things that no other 
philosopher of other nations ever did. You will not need to 
look in their books, for you will leatn from it every wisdom 
and knowledge, and you will understand why the Lord - 
blessed be He — gave the Torah and the Precept. And you 
will inherit two worlds: This world and the World to Come. 
In order to understand these secrets, one should know the 
Tetragrammaton by studying the permutation (7Zeruf\ of 
letters, which contains seventy different languages. And it is 
a mighty secret. Thus, you shall learn that this secret is the 


essence of the entire wisdom, and of all. the thoughts of 
reason. 


Do not.be deceived by the words of vain people who 
claim that the 7zerufis not a true wisdom, for their ideas 
are wrong and their beliefs are false. For I already warned 
you. And before I teach you the fourth secret, I would like 
to remind you that there is no doubt that this is a work of 
men — on both exoteric and esoteric levels — as it was 
written and explained in the Book of Formation. You will 
learn that “The heart in the Nefeshis asa King in war” ( 2’9 
mann’ Ton’/9 973), and you will learn the existence 
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of “your heart” (7229). “And these words that I command 
you this day shall be upon your heart (] 229) 
(Deuteronomy 6:6). You will know from the secret of the 
“ Tzeruf of the letters” (W"VNINN YVR = 1214) that [=] 
“all the Precepts are Holy Spirit”? ( 1’ nnn 7" 
y"Tpn). And indeed, the entire world is supported by it. 
By it, you shall be “visited” and “recalled” by the King of 
kings, Who holds everything in His hand and Who gave us 
His Torah of kindness. According to the Creation of nature, 
in the ZJorah we learn about the existence of nature in 
matter. And as nature exists in nature, the Nefesh exists in 
form; and as the Nefesh exists in form, the intellect exists in 
the Nefesh. And when the intellect is present in the Netesh, 
the intelligent is perfect. He is “visited” and “recalled” in 
the upper worlds, and the eternal concept returns to ie 
upper concepts. Then, his true repentance is complete 
and his prayer is accepted. His repentance is forever 
continuous, uninterrupted, and unbroken, for this was the 
real reason why the conceptual 7orah was given to us. 


And everything that the philosophers comprehend of the 
intellect and explain concerning the wonders of the learned 
people, nobody doubts. They called this virtue “the 
immortality of the Nefesh”, and everything depends on the 
Lord — blessed be He. However, they did not know the 
way of the Name, but those who knew it were actually 
saved from the Sheol (netherworld). For the righteous of 
the nations have a share in the World to Come, since they 
observe the seven Precepts of the sons of Noah [the 
Noachide Laws, which are obligatory upon all mankind], 
which correspond to our Precepts. For our Precepts have 
also the likeness of seven: “Six and one” (T’NN W"W = 
613), which are 613 [the number of the Precepts) and 
which are seven. And their secret meaning is, “I have 


54 Sitrei Te orah — Secrets of the Torah 


decided” (°"N1tA = 620) [the 613 Precepts + 7 Noachide 
Precepts]. And the number of the Precepts is equal to the 
number of the letters of the Ten Commandments [620]. 
And those who know the Precepts, know that the decision 
of the Name is [=] “ancient” (NTP) and [=] 
“independent” (N” yxy). However, for us His decision is 
really [=] “ancient”, [=] “by the recreation” (WATNAY) 
“of a new. shape” (n”1NN w"Inn) ~ ie. the secret of 
“ancient” is" [ Yod = 10], which equals 20 [ Yod, 77, in 
Gematria is 20]. It is a “crown” (Wn = 620) [=] 
“imagined among the Cherubim” (021992 VIN) “ina 
new form” (NTN 713). Thus, we believe in the 
renewal (W17N). We learned from this the fine secret that 
God — blessed be He — sees everything and visits our 
actions, sometimes with a benevolent eye and sometimes 
with an angry eye, as the prophet said: “At what instant I 
shall’ speak concerning a nation, and-concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it” 
(Jeremiah 18:7). The decision of God depends on the 
atonement, and the gentile atoned for his sin. And He said 
it again: “At what instant I shall speak” (ibid) 


Here is a clear evidence that God’s Providence is related 
to time. And indeed, the appointed time depends on the 
repentance of man [in Hebrew, the word “repentance” has 
also the connotation of “returning” to God] — it “visits” and 
recalls him to life and death, good and evil, blessing and 
curse, according to his deeds. Thus, in order to set the 
world on repentance the seven days of Creation were 
contingent upon the ten days of penitence, for repentance 
preceded the world. For without repentance there shall be 
no running. For, by “running to and fro” (Ezekiel 1:14), 
7” 1% "3 [initials of: God created the heaven and the 
earth] at the beginning, Moreover, the secret of “running to 


Sitrei Torah — Secrets of the Torah 55 


” was revealed from the verse concerning the living 
ee Therefore, the day of Rosh Ha-Shanah {the 
Jewish New Year] is the day of Remembrance in which we 
say: “Remember us for life”. And we acknowledge t! e 
Creation of the world by saying: “Today is the conception 
of the world (oO 1y n/n DVN)”. And its secret is 
“Havaya”h went up the heights” (D"10 miny nn), 
which is “the world of swiftness” (Nn PNNT Oy). And 
this is our world, the continuous world. 


And indeed, Rabbi Eliezer and Rabi Yehoshua taught us 
the secrets of creation and attainment. Rabbi Eliezer says: 
“In Tishri, the world was created; in Tishri, they were 
redeemed: and in T7ishri, we shall again be redeemed”. 
Whereas Rabbi Yehoshua says: “In Nissan, the world was 
created; in Nissan, our ancestors were redeemed from 
Egypt, and in the same month we shall again be 
redeemed”. And the secret of the Creation of the world in 
Tishri and Nisan is that they are two paths a one to ‘the 
moon and the other to the sun. And it is said: Today He 
shall judge all the creatures of the world”. And now, you 
shall understand: great marvels. You shall Jearn that IR 
Gematria “the conception of the world” (D yn mn = 
751) is [=] “the names” (NWN), and its 7zeruf is [=] 
“climbing a palm tree” ("Nn nsyy). And the secret of 
“palm tree” ("NN = 640) is [=] “sun” (w nv), and it is 
one [=] “third” (ww) of [=] “the three” (1 own)”, for 
He is One. And you should: know that the Creator = 
blessed be He — created the names out of nothing, as you 
can read in the Book of Formation: “He formed matter out 

of chaos and made non-existence into existence”. And the 

secret of “formed” (18? = 300) is the letter [=] Shin (’W). 

And here you have an explanation of the secret of ie ot 

the names, for “He formed matter out of chaos” ( ‘V8 
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w"nn nnn = 1131) is [=] “from the form of the sky” 
(O”nwn n/N), [=] “He formed them out of the 
names” (D/9¥) n’ynwNN), and also [=] “they are the 
form of the sky” (D”nwA Ny D"n). 


Open your heart and see which rock you trust, so that 
you shall not fall. When we say, “Today is the conception 
of the world” (D9 1y n/n D7 = 812), it is as if we say 
[=] “Today He creates something out of nothing” ( Dn 
7ORN w" 7/)xXN), as at the beginning of Creation, And 
you should know that the secret of “today” (D"DPN = 61) is 
[=] “out of nothing” (7x). Understand this and you 
shall understand the secret of “And they shall put My name 
upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them” (Numbers 
6:27). And if you shall connect “my name” ("Nw = 350) 
with “I am” ("IX = 61) [350+61=411], you shall be able 
to understand the verse, “I am the Lord: That is My name” 
(Isaiah 42:8). And its secret is “something out of nothing” 
(VR w" = 411). And now, we should explain the issue 
of ‘letter’ (TX, sign), for “He is a letter” in His host 
(NAX)” (Yalkut Shimoni, Song of Solomon). And thus, He 
is called Tzevao”’t (N/N2N, Hosts). And he Wiis 
comprehends the secret in the creation of writing shall 
attain the secret of “all creatures of the world” (947 59 
D91y = 512), which is [=] “all the writing” (2”n dn 99). It 
is two times the 231 gates of the Book of Formation, which 
taught us the Work of Creation and ‘the Work of the 
Chariot? (N wWNI2 n”2D9n = 1170). For [=] “the 
beginning of every creature is in writing” (72 59 wR 
2’nan = 1170). Moreover, [=] “at the beginning of 
writing there is a creature” (N92 3"n>n w"N1). And 
indeed, the name of our Patriarch Abraham (DNI2N), who 
was a prophet of the Creator, shall testify the importance of 
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the Tzeruf And indeed, the secret of ‘law’ (0”9WN), which 
is “judgment” (7), is known in the oral Kabbalah, but it 
is forbidden to write it down from fear of truth deniers and 
false believers. For, if we were to write it down, it would be 
available to any man who can read, and. the literal 
meaning might endanger the belief. For the fool who does 
not study and cannot: fathom the true belief might 
misunderstand the issue. Therefore, it is better to keep from 
them anything that might elucidate the truth of the hidden 
secret, and a word to the wise is enough. And when you 
learn the secret of “from the stalemate” (0”9N 7), you 
will understand the secret of the “judgment of the law” 
(o”)WNN 7/7). But be careful not to err, for an error holds 
a great danger. It seems that I already explained thoroughly 
the secret of “visiting and recalling” (N”%VIt1 717774), 
although I did not mention them so far. Now, I shall bring 
to an end the issue of the Day of Remembrance, and then I 
shall inform you how it is hinted in the Jorah. And since it 
is explained thoroughly in the grammarians’ books, I shall 
mention only few issues concerning our subject. 


Moreover, there is the saying “as children are servants” 
and the saying “if we are as children, pity us as a father 
pities his children; if we are as servants, we shall wait until 
he pleads our cause and executes judgment for us”. These 
sayings prove undoubtedly that the entire world was made 
for children and servants. Moreover, the Lord — blessed be 
He ~ called us children and servants in many places: “You 
are the sons of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 14:1), 
and “For to Me the people of Israel are servants; they are 
My servants” (Leviticus 25:55). And it is written, “Israel is 
My first-born son” (Exodus 4:24), and “Israel, My servant” 
(Isaiah 41:8). The prophet Malachi explained the difference 
between children and servants: “A son honors his father 
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and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is my 
honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear?” (Malachi 
1:6). And he attributed. the honor to the father, a it is 
written: “Honor your father and your mother” (Exodus 
20:12). And those who are not intelligent cannot honor, 
while the intelligent honors out of love that contains also 
fear. For he who loves also fears, but he who fears does 
not necessarily love. And: he attributed the fear to the 
master, for the servant fears under duress; for he is scared 
of punishment. And the loyal son is a child and a servant — 
a child out of his own choice and a servant out of fear. He 
loves because of his wisdom and fears because of the 
greatness of the terrible one. And when we say, “as 
children”, it does not mean that we have any doubt that we 
are His. servants but not His. children, and vice versa. We 
mean that, though we are His children and servants, we 
implore the accuser not to accuse us for being loving 
children who honor our father with all our might, and 
obedient servants who. cast off the yoke of fear. Thus, we 
ask His mercy, and our eyes always look upon Him. And 
this is the secret of the entire Torah, for He judges mankind 
according to two character traits, the same character traits 
with which He created us. Here we learn that God cares for 
us and protects us more than any other nation, as it is 
written: “You only have I known of all the families of the 
earth; therefore, I will punish you for all your iniquities” 
(Amos 3:2). You should understand that God’s knowledge 
of us ‘is constant, actual, and unchangeable, while. our 
knowledge of Him is sometimes actual and sometimes only 
potential. He cares for us as we care for His Precepts, for 
the Divine protection follows undoubtedly the mind, as you 
will learn shortly. You. know that during the services of 
Rosh Ha-Shanah we sound the Shofar [ram’s horn], and 
that there are three different types of blasts: One flat long 
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blast (AYPN, Tekiah) from one point to another; 
then, three breaking notes (0772¥, Shvarim) of three long 


equal line [shorter than the blast line] — — —; and then, 
another blast similar to the first ——. Now, a blast , 
and three breaking notes — — — followed by the nine 


staccato sounds (nYIIN, Zruah) ul UL | ul. And another 
blast followed by another , followed by the 


staccato sound | | { l Ul lL and another blast . In 
total, there are six blasts plus two broken notes, which are 
called six “breaking notes”, plus: two fast staccato sounds, 
which are called “staccato sounds”: And the. there signs are 
nn n’wn n’wn. Do not fear their order, and do no 
fear their number, for they are all meant for one purpose, 
which I will now explain. 


You should know that all the common people keep the 
Precepts, for their fulfillment is one of the needs of the 
human race. To them, the Precepts are generally accepted 
propositions, as the human language and writing testify. 
For a man who is born to Greek parents speaks and writes 
their language; a man who is born to a family that speaks a 
foreign language will speak and write in the language of his 
family, and will follow the beliefs of his family; and the 
same goes for a man who is born in an Arabic family. As a 
consequence, a Jew who is born among the Greeks is 
called a Greek, and a Jew who is born among the Arabs is 
called an Arab. And these names are positive attributes, 
which are used to describe such a Jew. Thus, people 
started to think that the Precepts are merely the action, and 
that there is no wisdom behind them. Therefore, they said 
that the Precepts are a decree of a king with neither motive 
nor cause, with neither rhyme nor reason. But you should 
know that this idea is wrong. And if by chance you find in 


60 Sitrei Torah — Secrets of the Torah 


the words of our Sages something that justifies such an 
idea, you should know that there is a deeper meaning to 
their saying, for the Precept resembles the body, and. the 
comprehension of the Precept is the Nefesh. You should 
contemplate which one is more important, though you 
should remember that with no body there is no Nefesh — at 
least until the end of time, when the /efesh shall be 
separated from the body. And it shall become clear that the 
Nefesh is the essence, whereas the body is unimportant. 
Moreover, the essence of the existence of the Precept is. in 
this world, while the essence of its reward is in the World to 
Come. Therefore, one should first fulfill the Precept, and 
than understand its eternal secret. As a consequence, he 
who fulfills the Precept and understands its secret should 
live forever, as He Who gave the Precept ( n& MI¥NN 
nN). With the Precept (N1)8N), he shall cleave to the 
eternal Precept. And thus, he shall become eternal. 


Now that I have explained the literal meaning of the 
Precept of the Shofar, | shall interpret its secret and its 
undisclosed meaning. You should know that in Gematria 
the ‘Shofars blasts’ (1Q1W Mypn = 1572) is ‘the 
interpretation of the Tetragrammaton pronounced in full’ 
(w*N9nn D”YN W779 = 1572), for the long separate 
blasts wake up the people who sleep without knowing the 
secrets of the 7orah. The first blast arouses from sleeping, 
as if it cries out in one long note ‘Simeon’, in order to wake 
him up without scaring him. And if his sleep is heavy, it 
calls him three times: ‘Simeon, Simeon, Simeon’. Then, it 
summons him in several fast notes in order to hurry him up 
and force him to awaken. And the Creator — blessed be He 
— gave us this Precept to force us to understand all that we 
came from His honorable Name, by saying, ‘they will blow’ 
(i”~pn? = 586) — whose secret is ‘interpreted’ (W’119 = 
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586). And its Tzerut is Shofar (V2). The Shofar is made 

of a ram’s horn, in order to inform us that he who listens 

can hear, and that the use of the force hangs as the a 

hangs in the letter ’N. And it is said ‘blow’ (YYpNN = 97 ) 

Its secret is ‘the Tetragrammaton pronounced in full 

cw" ann Dvn = 976), meaning blowing on His behalf, 

as well as ‘blowing the trumpet’ (1y"1n_ = 686). For its 

secret is the Unique Name without the letter Yod, and it 

iestifies and says, ‘I Am the tenth’ P"“Pwyn.? IR = 676). 

And it is 179. "wY (676), and the secret is ‘flourishing in 
the moon’ (N72. Y"D1W = 676), from which ‘the creator 
of the frui? (”9N N"WIY = 676) derived. Moreover, he is 
called ‘the sun of God’ On w'nw), whose blood is 
manifested’ (wW"N)9N 17), as well as ‘and his blood is 
required’ (WT) "m7 WN). And he is the name of the 
blood of the ram’s horn’ (Nn VOW pt). And.I have 
already blown it in your. ears a few times — once for a long 
time, once for a short time; once fast, once delayed; once 
strong, once weak. You will have to listen to it in order to 
understand the secret of Naase Ve-Nishma (ynwn vy, 
we will do and obey), and the secret of Ve-Shamanu Ve- 
Asinu (wy) VyNWi, and we will hear it and do it). For 
“There are four Middot concerning those that go to. the 
house of study: Going and not doing, having the reward of 
going in his hand; doing and not going, having the reward 
of doing in his hand; going and doing, for the follower; not 
going nor doing, for the wicked” (Avot 5:14). And all this is 
weighed by a divine balance, and man is visited at times 
about this, for his power sometimes strengthens and 
sometimes weakens. If his moon weakens and lacks, he will 
go and lack, and if his moon strengthens and is filled, he 
will go and be filled, and his light will be added until it 
completes the essence of completeness in the Creation. 
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“Concerning the crown of splendor for those with a loaded 
belly, [the meaning is for the people of Israel] who are 
destined to be renewed like it and glorify their Creator” 
(Sanhedrin 42). And from it, you will understand the 
sanctification of the month, and also the renewal of the 
holiness, the Pkidah (N14, visiting), and the Zechirah 
(7991, recalling). And you will understand their saying: 
“Make an atonement unto Me for I have lessened the 
moon” (Cholin 60). And this matter is the brilliance that 
abounds from the Lord — blessed be He — upon. man 
through the use of the superior [splendor]. You will know it 
from the saying: “Yet, You have made him but little lower 
than the angels, and have crowned him with glory and 
honor. You have made him to have dominion over the 
works of Your hands; You have put all things under his 
feet” (Psalm 8:6) ~ whose secret is as the secret of “And 
there was under His feet the like of a paved work of 
sapphire stone” (Exodus 24:10), which is as the matter of 
the exile of liberty (NIN), as the secret of — “Graven upon 
the tablets (n’n19n S”y nN = 1163)” (Exodus 32:16). 
And these are [=] ‘causes beneath the wind’ (nnn ody 
n’47N), for the winds upon the tablets are as the tablets 
upon the winds. And about this writing on the one side and 
on the other, it was said: “On the one side and on the 
other were they written” (Exodus 32:15). And about this, 
the visiting and the recalling will come in the matter of the 
awakening, as a man says to his specific friend: Do you 
remember when we studied the particular chapter, and 
before whom? And he says to him: No. And he further 
awakens him and says: Do you not remember when we 
were in Spain in that specific place? And he says: Yes. And 
he further gives him many signs and awakens him with 
every sign to the closeness of recalling to what he forgot. As 
it was said about the matter of sleep — as for example when 


Sitrei Torah — Secrets of the Torah 63 


they recall it - one should be reminded of it, and he sleeps 
and does not sleep, slumbering and not slumbering, which 
is interpreted “sleeping and not sleeping, slumbering and 
not slumbering”. And it means “forgetting and not 
forgetting, recalling and not recalling”. And so.is our saying 
to the Lord that there is no forgetfulness before His throne 
of honor. And He recalls all that was forgotten, recalling us 
to life and also visiting us with the decree of salvation and 
mercy. And He also recalls your mercies, and so it was 
recalled and written and the rest of them are. And the true 
meaning in all these recalled matters and all that is similar 
to them is one meaning alone, and it is to recall the 
forgotten and forget the recalled. And by this, “You shall 
blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; 
you shall not forget” (Deuteronomy 25:19), you should 
forget his remembrance, but you should surely [also] recall 
what is worthy of being recalled. And it is: “This is My 
name forever, and this is My recalling unto all generations” 
(Exodus 3:15). For “The Lord will have war with Amalek 
from generation to generation” (Exodus 17:16). And know 
that the Lord visited His people for good and Amalek for 
evil. For it was said: “I remembered that which Amalek did 
to Israel” (1 Samuel 15:2), And behold, Yehoshua was 
ordered, as it was said: “Write this for a recalling in the 
book” (Exodus 17:14). For He said to Moses: “And 
rehearse it in the ears of Yehoshua: for I will utterly blot out 
the remembrance of Amalek” (ibid.). And the secret is: 
“Whosoever has sinned against Me, him will I blot out of 
My book” (Exodus 32:33) — from My name that is carved 
upon his heart. It is as in the saying: “And the Lord shall 
blot out his name” (Deuteronomy 29:19). And therefore, 
we say: Seal us in the Book of Life on Yom Ajppur (the 
Day of Atonement) during the time of Neila (n>°y3, 
locking), before the locking of the gates of repent that are 
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the locking of the ten gates against the ten Sefrot and 
against ten fingers ~ five from this and five from that. And 
Fosh Ha-Shanah (the Jewish New Year) is in fate; and 
Yom Kippur is in fate, but this is on the right and that is on 
the left — this is on the right for merit and that ison the left 
for demerit. Therefore, the blowing is [done] ten [times]. 
And in order to complete the secret of the Name, the three 
Yuc’ — YYY (1) = 30) — that are in the three worlds are 
[=] Lamed (30). You will find these three and the threefold 
holiness as a clear witness. And the intention of the Kolleb 
[units added to the numerical value of a word] is the 
knowledge .of the Lord — blessed be He ~— Who is 
Everything. 
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Fifth secret: The Beginning and the 
Cause (201 nN”) nnn) 


It is known from chapters 5, 13, 16, 17; 27, 42, 68, 69, 
and 71 of the first part, from chapters 4, 10, 12, 20, 21, 26, 
and 30. of the second part, from the introductions, and 
from the matter of the causes of the Precepts in the giving 
of their causes in the third part. 


Concerning the Beginning and the Cause 


The Rabbi of blessed memory lengthened this matter and 
made it so clear that I have no need of discussing it after all 
his remarks concerning it, so that my words will not repeat 
his words. But in order for this secret not to be empty from 
my words, I will discuss it a little from what you will hear, 
for I know that it will be useful for your mind if you wish to 
receive the truth. And if in your opinion it will not be useful 
at all, I know that in my opinion it will be useful. And I will 
know the difference between you and him, for he is truly 
intellectual as he is. And you, the father of intellect, great 
with moisture, made strong by the reinforcement, of the 
boiling in the blood that is imprinted in you, heroic in the 
imaginary passions and weak in the theoretical passions, 
and you who are divine kabbalists: With them your intellect 
will be examined by yourself — the strong is the weak, and 
the scarce is the well endowed. All these recalled 
preventions are causes and first beginnings because of the 
existence of the combination in the evil temper without 
equality, in order to prevent all the power that he receives 
from his Kabbalah, which in his existence is :a first cause 
and a beginning to educate the human raw substance that 
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is found in us in potential and sometimes in action, Each 
action has four beginnings for its existence and being. And 
the lack will be called a beginning, which is not essential 
but accidental. For the true essential beginnings are six, 
and they are six steps that are separated in the essence and 
the existence of the virtue. And they are: The first virtue — it 
is the highest of all existence, and it is the step of the Lord; 
the second — the step of the intellects; the third — the active 
intellect; the fourth — the Nefesh; the fifth — the shape; and 
the sixth ~ the substance. And there is nothing essential in 
existence besides these. And if you find a thing in 
existence, ask and examine its causes, and its near and 
distant beginnings. And then, you will know how to 
separate between the existing by an essential separation, 
and you will know the virtue of the essence upon the 
accident. And if the thing is from one of the six recalled 
matters, you will know that it is essential, and if not, you 
will know that it is accidental. And the essential is divided 
into six parts, and they are: An essence that is found in 
action always and eternally, which does not fall under time, 
is not in a place, is not a power in the body, and does not 
receive division. And the numbered count will not be 
unfolded by it, but the reason and the cause, or the 
beginning, or the commencement will be said about it. And 
if it is from that which existence has a cause, it will be said 
about it that it is caused, or abundant, or a separated 
intellect, or an angel, but it does not move. 


And when these matters were the beginning of existence, 
all that was in existence was compelled to resemble them. 
And behold, the name of a body that is combined from 
substance and shape should ‘be drawn after the substance 
and the shape. For, if it were as this, it would not have 
been separated from the elements, which are combined 
from substance and shape. Another power is added to it, 
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and it is the existence of the mixture and connection that is 
found in each body, and it isa part of the four elements. 
And in that connection, a body returns, which is combined 
in a second combination. If so, in the cause of its existence 
it is further combined by the power that is added to it, and 
it is what connects it and is init, Therefore, that power was 
called ‘connection’ and jits secret in Gematria is Gevura 
(11123, power = 216). And it is [=] ‘a lion’ (718), and 
its secret is [=] Resh-Vav’Yud (1), which is [=] ‘an 
ancient pair’ (7/7 4M). It is the essence of [=] ‘a lad’ 
(1’%4na) that is found surrounding [=] ‘in .the wind’ 
(N13). And it is called [=] ‘the rotation of discovery’ 
(N’NPNN IMA). It is that which is found in action. And if 
it is found in potential, it depends [=] ‘on the power of the 
Creator’ (RYAN D3) to act. Therefore, whoever has 
this ability upon this action will be called [=] ‘acting in 
potential’ (N92 9”)19), for ‘his action’ (1% = 186) is in 
potential. And you will know that he informs us about this 
first and wonderful connection from within ‘the Explicit 
Name’ (w"1199N O”"W = 971), which bears witness about 
this and says that the action is in his hands for Aaf’Vav 
(1 = 26) times, for the Ayin”Bet (1”) = 72) [names] — 
whose letters are FResh-Vav’Yud (VY = 216). - 
determined it. And he who knows their secret. emerges 
from them from potential into action. And he will achieve 
the achievement that is worthy of being achieved in 
potential, and it will be found in him in action. 


And because wisdom did not coerce. this power that is 
called ‘connection’, .it returns in the sparks of its 
achievement to be achieved from the existence. of the 
shape up to the ancient Wisdom -— to purify the 
combination in even more pure tempers than those of the 
first ones, but by the combination of the connection. It is 
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the power that is the cause. of vegetation and is called 

vegetation’. And its secret is ‘a part of volume’ ( p’9n 
N”"9) = 276), and this is compelled to increase, It was 
connected with many powers, but it is the cause for all, and 
both. are the connection of vegetation and wind in the 
vegetation. And the essence of the meaning was not yet 
completed. in them, so that a third power was prepared to 
connect to a merged cleaving that is purer. And it was 
added upon the vegetation, becoming a power in the body 
connected as vegetative and living. And others were born 
from it in the necessity of that added temper of power, and 
all animals were created by it. And the returning meanings 
were yet to be prepared to achieve their Creator. And if so 

the meaning was not complete. Therefore, one of each 
[type of] animal was chosen, and it returned to be a 
separated species from them in the pure and clean temper 

And the speaking power was connected to it, and it was 
called either spirit (Ruach), Netesh, or Neshama and so 
on. And the truth is that we call these four powers from 
which all the being comes ‘the connection of vegetation 
animals, and speech’. And the four of them were found 
together in man, and they are all four powers separated in 
their existence. Know that each power that was connected 
from them will return to them because of the necessity of 
their nature. Because for this they were found to return 
again as the wheel ~ some of them after a long time, and 
some after a short time, ice. long or short. ; 


All this was already revealed by the Rabbi o 
memory in Mada (Sefer Ha-Mada, the Book of enon 
and in More (Moreh Nevuchim, Guide for the Perplexed) 
And he taught.us that these four powers come from the 
wheel, which is the beginning and the cause for all 
connections, movements, and tempers. But it remains to 


tell you, if so, what the thing that is left from man after his 
death is. And we have to inform you that there is nothing 
from all these recalled objects, and all the more so that it is 
not an accident, for the accident is a thing that has no 
existence without a body. And no man will be provided 
with this matter — to think that the body is what remains. 
For each man can easily feel his loss. If so, the thing that 
remains from him after the. separation of all powers and 
bodies is another thing that is not one of all of these. After 
we found that we have another thing in us besides these, 
[we can say that] it is the intellect that is found in us in 
action. For it is not a thing in us, but it is in potential. And if 
it is a thing, it is not in us. We know from this that it is what 
remains, if it has a cause for its existence. And if not, how 
can it exist? For all that exists has something that sustains 
it, except for the First Cause, which has nothing sustaining 
it besides itself. And it has no cause besides it, as it was 
explained by many signs. And the active intellect in us 
sustains the intellect that is found for us in action, for it is its 
abundance and its action. If so, it is itself the first beginning 
and cause for us, and it is a shape for sustaining our 
everlasting existence. It is the essence of our being, directed 
in its action to leave our bones, image, and likeness, in an 
everlasting Self that remains. permanently. And it alone, 
which is our intellect, is a means between us and the Lord 


— blessed be He. 


And now, we still have to interpret which way we should 
walk until achieving it, obtaining from it an active intellect. 
For it alone is the possession that never has a loss, while 
the rest of the possessions that we will attempt to leave will 
not be left for us in any way — neither them nor a thing 
from their kind. I will inform you about the secret of its 
structure and possession at the end of this explanation, in 
the secret of worshiping God out of love ~ with God’s-help. 
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After that, you will be able to try hard and gain what is 
Possible for you to gain by a close power, or try hard and 
gain that whose gain is prevented, choosing life. 
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Sixth secret: The Angel and the Intellect 
(Sw 78910) 


It was known from chapters 2, 26, 38, 39, 42, 48, 63, and 
66 of the first part, from chapters 6, 7, and 10, from the 
matter of prophecy in the second part, from the matter of 
Job, and from chapter 45 of the tenth rule in the third part. 


Concerning the Angel and the Intellect 
(Intellect) ' 


If you find that I sometimes either support one of the \ 
matters in what was already brought by my words, what 
will come in the future in the interpretation, or what was 
written in the Guide, it is not appropriate for you to accuse H 
me for that, For I do not mean to repeat the things by it, or i 
copy from the book of the Guide. But my meaning is to i] 
inform you by it about what is appropriate for each whole | 
man to know from the matters that are close to the essence, 
bringing to them easily, if it is possible for me. For, by 
seeing that I had an intellect in potential and my intellect 
pursued to emerge from potential into action in one of the 
matters concerning what I have asked from the truth of 
wisdom, I found some of it based on my. ability after a 
great toil. And I rejoiced in it with a great joy from the 
general joy of which my masters rejoiced when they grew 
wise and taught me. I have also asked to bring what is in 
the potential of my fellowmen into action, until they will be 
complete after it with my words and my books according to 
what I thought of being complete; until whoever saw my 
interpretation was included with me in my joy, which | 
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rejoiced, knowing and trying to bring out into action what 
is within him in potential. And according to this, I will: have 
to inform you that the thing that brings out our intellects 
from potential into action is an intellect that is separated 
from all substance and is called by. many names in. our 
language. And it is the minister of the world, and it is 
‘Metatron the Minister of Interior’ (n19n VY yMvv0n = 
999), who is called [=] ‘the minister of hosts’ ( Ay 
TAN) [=] ‘in the movement of the wheel’ (n’prn3a 
9”99n). And his name is Shaddai "Tw, Almighty = 314) 
[also an acronym for Shomer Dlatot Israel, “the keeper of 
the doors of Israel”). And his name is [=] Metatron 
(700%) and his number is [=] ‘the angel of the moon’ 
(n’YN 7"NIN), and not [=] ‘ancient knowledge’ ( y"Tn 
1N7T/7). But he bears witness about himself and says: [=] 
T am created’ (82) °”3N). And he is [=] ‘a speaking 
sage’ ("27 D”2N); he is [=] ‘the general spirit’ ( nN 
99N). The sages of research called it ‘an active intellect’ 
(a”yian 5”Dw), and he [=] ‘sees without being seen’ 
(AR VPN ANN). He was also called ‘persons’, ‘Holy 
Spirit’, Shechina (Divine Presence), Ruach Ha-Neeman 
(ORIN 11, the loyal spirit), Malchut Shamaim (moon 
DN, kingdom of Heaven), etc. And those similar to them 
called it by many names. But the meaning of whoever calls 
his name is one equal meaning that is not disputed by 
anyone. If so, the intellect will be called in our language ‘an 
angel’, or. ‘a Cherub’ (211), and in some places it will be 
called ‘God’ (0N9X = 86), as we said in the matter of his 
name being as the name of his Rabbi. It is what was called 
by our sages of blessed memory ‘Enoch’. And it was said 
that Enoch is Metatron: And the Rabbi — Rabbi Eleazar of 
Worms of blessed memory — said that he has seventy 
names, as our Rabbi of blessed memory noted about this in 
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the chapters of Rabbi Eleazar: And the rest of them is in the 
writings of Rabbi Akibah and Rabbi Yishmael of blessed 
memory. They are: all known according to their 
combination and their Gematria. And he began 
interpreting from them the entire first name. And in order 
to awaken your intellect to it, | will write a few things from 
the things that awaken the. human intellect to the prophetic 
Kabbalah. And | will. inform you what he said at the 
beginning about it. 
Know that the first name Mefatron from his seventy 
names is Yehoel (9x17 = 52), and his secret is [=] 
‘child’ (72). His essence is [=] ‘please’ (R”IX), and he is 
[=] ‘Elijah’ (V’N99N). And it is also the Special Name [=] 
Yud Yud Vav ("4 39? ‘1’"?), and it is the multiplication of 
the Name. And behold, [=] ‘he is the savior’ (2"R1.X’N), 
for he is [=] ‘in all’ (9"D2) [=] ‘your heart’ (729) and he 
governs the world, [=] ‘as the heart’ (2%) that governs 
the entire body. And his secret is [=] ‘in’a sea’ (073). 
About it, it was said: “The horse and his rider has. He 
thrown into ‘the'sea’ (0’"2)” (Exodus 15:21). And he acts 
[=] ‘on earth’ (NTN), and he [=] ‘is fond of” (2”4nn) 
each divine man. These are the words of the Chasid (pious 
one) of blessed memory. He took another way and added 
to this many things that I did not recall for you. And he also 
said: “‘Over against it’ (1"N2 = 84) shall you encamp by 
the sea” (Exodus 14:2). This is Metatron, who is called [=] 
‘Enoch’ (7’1N). All these things and those that resemble 
them from the words of the sages of Kabbalah have 
wonderful secrets, which should not. be written explicitly, 
for they are too deep and man. has no way of achieving 
them, even after they are written — but only by Kabbalah. 
And behold, it was known that the writing says: “Behold, I 
send an angel before you” (Exodus 23:20). And it was said 
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about it: “Be not rebellious against him” (Exodus 23:21). 
Our Rabbis of blessed memory — the wise of heart — also 
interpreted it as: “Do not change me for him”. And they 
received in its secret: “Do not convert with it, but believe in 
its greatness”. Indeed, I have created it for the species, for 
he will confirm me greatly. And it was said about all this: 
“For he will not forgive your transgression’ ( 8"? X% »”"D 
p’ywad = 912)” (ibid.) -— ie. he does not carry 
transgression, [=] ‘for the angel bestows toward man’ ( 7” 
WONT "ow T"NIN); [=] ‘for the abundance of the angel 
is for man’ (VND TRIN y"OW 1”). And therefore, he 
will not give him a way to carry transgression. Moreover: 
“For My name is in him” (ibid.). And its secret is in its 
number, for his name is Mefatron (J1100N = 314) - ie. 
Mentator (11001), which means messenger. And the 
tenure of a messenger is to do. his mission. And the 
dispatch of man is as his. Nevertheless, we did not receive 
even a Frunka [Rashi says: Frunka, a messenger. Baba 
Meizia 83] for a sign. And he is also a messenger for an 
inferior thing. And it was said to the Lord: “If Your 
presence go not with me, do not carry us up hence” 
(Exodus 33:15). And the fear is from not saying: “If I go up 
into the midst of you for one moment” (Exodus 33:5). And 
the entire secret is for the known combination, which is 
also truly an angel. And his name is also ‘an evil blood’ 
(y' "tT = 314), the government within each generation. 
Indeed, concerning the First Cause to all that has no cause 
for its existence, the Lord will not give it any name but only 
a true intellect alone. For after it was said intellect, 
concerning the human intellect ~ and it will be found in 
potential. We should not describe it by an equal relation in 
any way, but by the combination of the name. For the 
intellect will be called an angel, and therefore the name of 


an angel will fall upon the Lord — blessed be He. Indeed, 
you should truly know that every intellect is an angel, and 
that not every angel is an intellect. And whoever’s existence 
has no cause, does not have a combination with this at all. 
Therefore, we will not be able to be set up upon an existing 
name, but only believe that it is compelled by existence. 
And we will ascribe it with combinations, metaphors, or 
proverbs, as we shall explain about the names. But what 
you should know is that.the intellect is called like this, for 
we do not have a more excellent name among all the 
names that are ascribed to the angels, from the name of the 
intellect that separated from each substance. And Arvut 
(m2), wilderness) is truly an angel, always acting and 
abounding powers and goods upon us ~ i.e. to this whole 
lower world in general and in particular, and understand 
this! 


And understand the saying of the Rabbi of blessed 
memory, which is the beginning of all. And he said on 
chapter 30 of the second part that the secret of Creation is 
as if He said, ‘in the beginning’. And he also said it in the 
first part of chapter 89. And grow wise in ‘how he 
interpreted His relation to the wheel, and that it is an 
instrument for Him by which He governs existence. And he 
further said there: The Lord — blessed be He ~ set it up as a 
beginning for them and planted them in it ~ ie. ‘in the 
wilderness’ (N22 = 680). And he said in chapter 63 of 
the first part about “For My name is in him” (Exodus 
23:21) an excellent explanation. And he said that the 
matter of “For My name is in him” (ibid.) is “My words are 
in him”. The matter is that he is an instrument for My will 
and desire. And he said: And behold, I will interpret the 
things by the combination of an angel and a man in those 
places upon which I awakened you in the beginning of this 
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secret. And from there, you will understand it. And he 
further said on the first part in chapter. 16; “Which you will 
see in it, in the secret of ‘the rock’ (1"\¥N = 301), which is 
the beginning; and from there, you will achieve it”. 1 have 
already revealed to you many things in the secret: of 
‘beginning and cause’ (1201 n”9NNN = 521). And from 
there, you will understand this matter as well, for, 
concerning these secrets, some will bear witness on 
something, and you should understand their ways. 
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Seventh secret: Face and back ( 0%29 
7AnNN}) 


It is known from chapters 36, 21, 37, and 53 of the first 
part, from chapters 20 and 21 of the second part, and from 
the first chapters of the Chariot in the third part. 


Concerning Face and Back 


The Minister of Interior is the thing that has two faces in 
any way — revealed and concealed. The revealed is a 
wheel — whichever of them you wish ~ and the concealed 
also drives the wheel with no doubt. The minister is the 
thing that has reign, dominion, and government upon that 
which drives and its wheel. Therefore, that thing will be 
what dominates and rules — a separate intellect that creates 
things. and governs them. And according to what was 
revealed by the Rabbi from the word ‘face’, which 
determines existence, it will be the explanation of the 
Minister of Interior, the minister of existence. Also, 
according to our words, he is the minister of the world. And 
behold, ‘the minister of the world’ (Dy 9" YAW = 
982) [=] ‘and the Explicit Name’ (W”"1)9NA DYN) are 
equal in number. There is no doubt for us that one of the 
ways of the matters that is called ‘face and back’ ( p24 
/"nx) = 401), whose secret is [=] ‘the spirit of the 
wheels’ (071918 1), as it is written — “For the spirit of 
the living creatures was in the wheels” (Ezekiel 1:20) ~ is 
the wheel of the Jorah — i.e. the revolving of the twenty 
two letters. and their. weights, appositions, and 
combinations in the first’ Resh-Lamed”Alef (89 = 231) 
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gates from the twenty two letters. As it is written in the 
Book of Formation, two-hundred-thirty-one gates are set in 
the wheel from twenty two basic letters, which are the 
foundation of all that is created from the heavens and the 
earth. Therefore, he said there: The wheel returns back and 
forth (lit. front). The good [person] has nothing above 
delight and the evil has nothing below plague. Behold, he 
included with this the existence of above and below, and 
face and back, from which there are good and delight, and 
evil and plague. And whichever of them you choose while 
revolving the wheel of letters, you will take it, for both 
permissions are in your hand. “I have set before you life 
and death (...). therefore, choose life” (Deuteronomy 
30:19). And so is the secret of the tablets: “Written on both 
their sides; on the one side and on the other were they 
written” (Exodus 32:15) — i.e. they were written on the 
front and the back. And what will bear witness about this is 
their saying: “Mem and Samech, which were on the tablets, 
remained to stand with a miracle” (Sabbath 104). For the 
tablets had Tav-Resh’Kaf ("In = 620) letters, and there 
was no Samech in them, but only in the second speech. 
And they were two — “Graven image” (Exodus 20:3) and 
“Mercy” (Exodus 20:5). And there was no Mem in them, 
but only in the first four things, which are: “I am” (Exodus 
20:20), “You shall have no” (ibid.), “You shall not take” 
(Exodus 20:6), “Remember” (Exodus 20:7). And they are 
two positive precepts and two negative precepts. Indeed, 
the four of them are things that are between man and God. 
Therefore, they preceded him in the giving of the Torah in 
the tablets, in existence, and in virtue, but the six remaining 
things have neither Mem nor Samech in them. And they 
are things between man and his. friend. Therefore, the 
name of the Yud was called Yud- i.e. the ten things whose 
letters are ThAR’K (2"n = 620). And they are in Gematria 
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‘the crown of the Jorah’ (n/n 1”"ND = 1231), whose 
secret is [=] ‘twenty six’ (NWI DIY). 


And behold, they were divided into four .and-six parts on 
one side, and five and five parts on the other side. In five of 
them, it was said: “The Lord your God”. And in five of 
them, there is no name. In one of them, there is a Samech, 
and in nine of them there is no Samech, None of them has 
Tet at all, and in the second ones (in Deuteronomy) there 
are two Jes. And the secret is that 7etis as an accident for 
the first, for it carries all of them. And they are all for it. 
Two of them — and they are alone, whereof we heard from 
the mouth of Gevura (power) — have: “I am the Lord:your 
God”; and eight of them have no “I am” in them. Seven of 
them have an acknowledgment of things other than the 
Lord — blessed be He — and in three of them there is an 
acknowledgment only of the Lord — and they are the first 
three. These parts, upon which the ten things were divided, 
are all secrets of the Torah. But our meaning about this 
secret is to inform about the essence of ‘face and back’ 
(7nx1 0729 = 401). And therefore, we should reveal in 
it what we received, even though what was said ‘in it is a 
great and eminent matter, and a wonderful secret among 
the secrets of the 7orah, And it is this. Mark it well in order 
to understand it, and do not incline from it either to. the 
right or to the left, and you will know the secret of face and 
back. “And you shall be above only, and you shall not.be 
beneath” (Deuteronomy 28:13), “And the Lord will make 
you the head, and not the tail” (ibid.). 


Behold, the writing says: “And you shall see My back; but 
My face shall not be. seen” (Exodus 33:23). And you 
already know the translation of Onkelos, which was noted 
by the Rabbi who said: “My back and My face”. And the 
Rabbi explained the separated opinions about it in chapter 
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36 of the first part, and he said and ascribed them to the 
Lord, for they were before Him — i.e. to the strength of the 
providence upon them, as the saying of Plato that the Lord 
will examine the world of intellects. And they are the face 
in the Rabbi's opinion. He called the essence of the 
substance and shape that which is behind Him, in order to 
drive them away from His existence. And there is no doubt 
that about them it was said in the 7a/mud: “Show him ‘the 
bond of the phylacteries’ (799n 5”y wp = 1500)” 
(Brachot 7). Because for us it is the back, while the Chariot 
is the face. In Gematria, it is [=] ‘a bond of prophecies in 
the heart of the prophecy’ ( 27292 n/"Nia) 5” 1”"vp 
7”’x121n), and also [=] ‘a bond of-the hosts of the wheel’ 
(O"279n NANI 5”y 1"). They are those that we were 
ordered to place, as in the saying, “Leave your astrology” 
(Shabbat 156), which was said to Abraham our father of 
blessed memory. It is as the saying of the 7orah: “And lest 
you lift up your eyes unto heaven, and when you see the 
sun and. the moon and the stars, even all the host of 
heaven, you be drawn and worship them” (Deuteronomy 
4:19), For this, you will know His saying, “You shall have 
no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:2), by taking it out 
as singular — “Have no”. And after this recalling, as a plural 
it is truly about the existence of the substance and shape, 
which are called rear, for it is one in existence and two in 
definition. Therefore, he hinted at “Other”, whose secret is 
‘rear’, saying that they are in the back. “And you will have 
no other gods before Me” — i.e before My existence. And 
so, Onkelos, the complete kabbalist and sage of blessed 
memory translated it as “Before Me”. And its matter is 
“Besides Me” — i.e. the wheel and the Lord are not one 
thing. But the Lord — blessed be He — is separated from the 
wheel, and the wheels receive from: Him existence, 
influence, government, providence, subsistence, standing, 
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and eternal keeping in action. And it is compelled to be 
besides Him — ie. it is separated from Him. For we will ea 
say ‘besides’, but only in the broadening of the saying = : 
was brought concerning this intellectual sign in an essentia 
division in the second part in chapter 1. 


If so, the secret of our meaning that is drawn with the 
human intellect will be revealed as the truth. We will have 
two Kosher witnesses about this — a divine and separate 
intellect, and an intellect abounding with substance. And if 
they are one, it is what we received from the combination 
of “You shall have no other gods before Me pane 
20:2). You shall: have. no other gods acted upon fora 
Me’ (“ANN pyar = 499).— this is a plural. And it is 
singular, it is: “A god that is acted upon after who (DON 
2 VN O”pO) = 575) — Le, that is not ancient as Me, 
but is renewed from Me. This entire combination 
determines what was achieved by the divine philosophers 
after a great labor. Indeed, in Gematria ‘others before ae 
ens S”y DNR = 499) is [=] ‘hosts’ (N’N2¥), as 
have hinted. And his name is as his Rabbi's name, but do 
not change him with Him. And the secret of the verse oo 
shall have no other gods before Me) is in Gematra ‘in t e 
earth and the heavens’ (1”N70U2} yprrxa = 696) — ie. 
you will not believe in a physical divinity at all from all that 
is in the heavens and from all that is upon the earth. ie 
Pshat (simple meaning) of all the Writings determines t! is 
true belief — that it is not appropriate to believe in one thing 
that is either a body or a power in the body, but only in : 
separated intellect alone. From all this, you will understan 
that whoever is drawn only after a physical thing was 

already cast by the Lord to be behind Him, and Sauer 
be almost without His keeping. But whoever is drawn al ] 

an intellectual thing and asks to strengthen the strings ©! 
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wisdom in him, he will alone be before the Lord and will 
return to be educated from Him — not cast but kept, and 
not forgotten, even for one moment. For God is within him 
to always help him, and no evil will touch him, for he is 
always with the Lord and the Lord is forever with him. 
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Eighth secret: The Life of the Nefesh 
(w”oIn >” nN) 


It is known from chapters 40, 41, 52, and 63 of the first 
part, from chapters 4, 5, 6, and 12 of the second part, and 
from the matter of Job in the third part. 


Concerning the Life of the Nefesh 


Grow wise in what the Rabbi said in chapter 69 of the first 
part concerning the remaining of the Nefesh after death. 
He said there: “And the thing that remains after death is 
the thing that arrives in action”. He further said: “Indeed, 
the separated: ones are one thing alone”. And there, he 
said before this about the concealed life — that all life is 
found in the living. Indeed, they are from those living ones. 
He further said in the third part in chapter 51 close to its 
end that, as the powers of the body weaken and the light of 
lust goes out, the. intellect will grow stronger, its light will 
increase, its achievement. will be purified, and he will 
rejoice in what he achieved. Up to the point where the 
complete man will be old and close to death, that 
achievement will be added with a tremendous addition, 
and the joy of that achievement and the desire for the 
achieved will be increased until the Nefesh departs the 
body during that pleasure. He further said there after this: 
“And this is the type of death that escapes death by the 
way of truth, and so on”. And he said in the first part in 
chapter 40 that the thing that remains from man after death 
will be called Nefesh. And behold, he said at the end of 
The Book of Knowledge, in Halachot Tshuva ( miv9n 
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nAWwN, laws of repent), wonderful matters concerning this, 
And he also called upon a way in order to understand what 
he said at the beginning of “The Book of Knowledge” in 
the fourth chapter concerning the essence of the Nefesh, 
And he said that knowledge is the shape of the Nefesh, He 
said in the Guide in chapter 41 of the first part that wisdom 
is called ‘life’, and that ‘life’ (0”NN = 73) is in Gematria 
[=] ‘wisdom’ (ANN). There, he said: “And based on this 
the true opinions were called ‘life’, while the faulty opinions 
are ‘death’”. The Lord — blessed be He ~ said: “See, I have 
set before you this day life and good, and death and evil” 
(Deuteronomy 30:15). And at the end of that chapter came 
the saying of our sages of blessed memory that said that 
the righteous, even in their death, are called ‘living’; and 
the wicked, even in their life, are called ‘dead’. Moses our 
Rabbi of blessed memory said: “Therefore, choose life, that 
you may live, you and your seed” (Deuteronomy 30:19). 
Pe i prophet said: “Seek Me, and live” (Amos 5:4). 
nd it is written in Proverbs: “For th i 
that find them” (Proverbs 4:22). Eee ene 


Behold, the life of the World to Come was already 
interpreted for you from all these things, for they are with 
no doubt the eternal life of the Netesh. If there is an 
intellect in your head, I know that the secret of resurrection 
will not be enough for you, and you will truly know that all 
those who deny the resurrection are dead and have no part 
in the World to Come. For this secret was already 
interpreted in itself inside this: speech itself, and it is in their 
Saying concerning the punishment that it is worthy for him 
who denies this thing — to have no part in the World to 
Come. The great punishment for him being an unbeliever 
is not that he will not live with the living ones who will live 
after death, as they - understood from the matter of 
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resurrection and as it was understood from most of the 

sages of our generation. Concerning those forgetting the 

essence and chasing after the insignificant [things], who are 

haters. of the educated people and lovers. of the 

imaginations, it would have been appropriate that they 

inform us that the punishment of the unbeliever is to not 
live with the living. And then, they would have said that 
whoever denies the resurrection has no part in the 

resurrection. But after they said that he has no part in the 
World to. Come, they determined with this that the thing 
that is understood by them from the life of the World to 
Come is more excellent than the matter that is understood 
from the resurrection. And by this, you will know from the 
words of our Rabbi of blessed memory that the World to 
Come for them is the essence of the meaning. And even 
when the dead live those lives, they will still not achieve the 
essence of the meaning, for there are lives that are more 
excellent than those lives that are during the -time of 
resurrection. If it will not be said, I will say that there are no 
other lives after resurrection, but those lives are those that 
are called the life in the World to Come. It is the return. of 
the Nefesh to the body after separating from it in this 
world, and the staying of both of them together forever 
after their life. All of this was not brought for that saying, so 
to say, but as an increase of love for the perceived and 
imagined physical matters - about the love of the divine 
and educated matters that are separated from each body 
according to the belief of each believer who has the simple 
Torah, which makes the thoughtless grow wise. 


If so, whoever has a whole intellect should not believe in 
the matters of the imagined belief as the belief of the 
thoughtless, for “The thoughtless believes every word” 
(Proverbs 14:15). And he will not keep to confirm any 
belief, while the wise examines and understands the way 
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appropriately: “But the prudent man looks well to his 
going” (ibid.). Therefore, I say about this that I will not 
favor these imaginations. and reveal all that my shortened 
mind ordered me to reveal. Because for me and for those 
alike from whoever is drawn after the prophets and the 
sages that are kabbalists [coming] from Moses our Rabbi of 
blessed memory and the Lord — blessed be He ~ itis only 
appropriate to believe in the educated truths that are 
accepted by the Lord and His prophets — heaven forbid 
that I should believe that the essence of the existence of 
man from the Lord is such that he will live forever with this 
lower, darkened, foul, cursed, and damned body, which 
was cursed and damned by God in the curse of the earth, 
as it was said: “Cursed is the ground for your sake” 
(Genesis 3:17). For how can it be possible that the tree is 
cursed but its fruits are not cursed if its fruits are a part of 
the tree? And the proof is that we all die, for we are parts of 
the Adam that was cursed with death. For, after the cause 
was compelled with death, it is all the more so caused. And 
so, after it was said to the first man, “Till you return unto 
the ground; for out of it were you taken; for dust you are, 
and unto dust shall you return” (Genesis 3:19), it was 
clearly said: “Then, the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground” (Genesis 2:7). And it is written in 
Ecclesiastes: “And the dust returns to the earth as it was” 

(Ecclesiastes 12:7). If so, the dust will anyways die one first 
death concerning which no one argues. There is no need to 
question us in this from the matter of Enoch and Elijah, for 
man does not know the essence of their matter. If you say 

that Aabbalah bears witness according to its Pshat (simple 

meaning), and even the gentiles believe that both of them 

will descend from the heavens during the time of salvation, 

we will not contradict this: But we will say to the claiming 

person that this matter did not occur to a few species, but 
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to both [types of] humans in the species. Perhaps, this was 
a great matter, and it is very strange. For, behold! In the 
human species there are persons that are more honorable 
than these two according to the testimony of all the books. 
And even so, they were not said to live in the shape of the 
life of these two, according to the belief of the crowd in 
their matters. Therefore, they will be canceled in scarcity, 
and we will not believe the words of him who brings proof 
for them, for his sight is not intellectual, but rather 
imagined and not truly accepted as the querying thought. 
Therefore, we should believe that we are sleepers of dust: 
“He remembers that we are dust’ (Psalm 103:14). And 
with our mouths, we bear witness and say to the Lord: “We 
are the clay, and You our potter” (Isaiah 64:7). And with 
our hearts, we do not draw one thing from the fact that we 
are a substance that is the curtain separating between us 
and the Lord. But we ask to set up this substance, which 
the Lord did not wish to set up forever in its details but 
rather in its generalities. And we wish to create creatures 
that the Lord did not create — and all the more so we will 
wish to set up their existence in our imaginary thought all 
way long, and He will not do this in our place. 


But it is appropriate to believe in what I will say — that if 
one denies the resurrection, he has no part in the World to 
Come, which is a more excellent step of life than the 
resurrection. And all the more so, the one that denies the 
World to Come should be believed not to have a part in 
the World to Come, and also none for the resurrection. The 
resurrection is accepted, and the revival in the World to 
Come is accepted and educated. And the one that 
delivered us the resurrection also gave us the Life in the 
World to Come, and he is Moses our Rabbi of blessed 
memory. If we did not deny the received resurrection in its 
existence, but informed about its rung, how can we deny 
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the. revival of the World to Come that. is accepted and 
educated? The appropriate and right thing that each man 
of 7orah should believe is that the Nefesh will return to the 
body after separating from it in this world, not denying the 
possibility of his being, but not making him compelled or 
prevented. For the compelled thing will be determined by 
the natural existence, and no intellectual will deny it. And 
the lack of the prevented thing will be determined by the 
imprinted existence as well. Thus, if we do not establish this 
foundation for our achievement, we will never achieve any 
of the things — neither the perceived nor the educated. It 
will be compelled from this that we deny something, 
whether it exists or it possibly exists. Then, we and the ass 
would be all from the species of the ass, or from the species 
of man that resembles the species of monkey,. without 
knowledge and without intellect. And this speech that: is 
added to us by virtue would have been close to being 
found in us because of inferiority. All this is not appropriate 
of being heard by the intellectual, and all the more so being 
thought of as true, for the truth is truth even if he denies it; 
and the lie is lie even if he admits it. 


Therefore, while resurrection is not prevented — even 
though it is not compelled — it is possible. And when it 
comes, we will receive it, for we already believe in it as the 
belief of the rest of the people in our nation. And if they 
will have a part in believing in it, we will.also have a part, 
for we have already believed in it. If it was said to us in 
Kabbalah by a proverb, and the meaning of that honorable 
saying was about compared [things], our belief will be 
cancelled by the belief of the persons among our people 
concerning what we believed to be in its simplicity. With. all 
this, we did not lose anything, for this is the way of each 
belief that is not educated. But this is not the true way and 
the straight path of the educated and accepted belief. Its 
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truth is to be compelled and neither prevented nor possible 
in any way as the belief in the World to Come, which is an 
educated belief and accepted by us. 


And behold, no doubt, nothing of the things that we 
discussed concerning both species called the life of the 
Nefesh is left. But we need to inform you by which way 
you can gain both, if both are true, or gain one of them, 
which is the essence of truth with no doubt. And the 
essence in the meaning of the existence of man is truly 
about this. If the prophets revived the dead, it is no wonder 
that the Lord will revive them when He wishes. But hold on 
to the essence, for there is no difference in our substance 
being of dust or of heaven in this thing. For each substance 
prevents the achievement. If so, the separation of the 
Nefesh from the substance after the achievement of 
perfection, which was imprinted in us in order to be 
achieved, is more excellent than the connection to the 
substance. What I will interpret for you in this achievement 
and in the truth of its existence, you will find at the end of 
this explanation in the secret of the worship of the Lord out 
of love, for it is the root and the essence in all the meaning 
of this connection. And it'is at the end of the third part. 
There, I will inform you about the secret of the cleaving of 
the Nefesh and the intellect, what is always the cause for 
the life of the Nefesh, and what is its virtue in this entire 
existence. 
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Ninth secret: Wings (D995) 


It is known from chapters 42 and 4 i 
8 of 
from the Chariot in the third part. aie ea 


Concerning the Wings . 


It is almost appropriate for me not i i 
more than it was discussed by the ure ies beans 
meaning was already. known and revealed from, his word: : 
But I will talk about three things concerning it. First I i 
interpret the causes of the movement of what moves ie 
_ number of wings. Second, I will interpret the secret of 
e matter concerning the saying in the fringe of the wind 
Third, | will interpret the secret of the matier of the 
phylacteries in the matter of Elisha ‘that has wings’ ( b”y4 
D Sd = 302): “And that which has wings shall tell the 
maiter” (Ecclesiastes 10:20). I will say that the movements 
that are found in the world are three — a movement fro 
the middle, and Movement towards the middle and i 
movement around the middle, The causes of the revoling 
movement are four — its ball-like shape, its desiring Nefesh, 
its intellect that is growing wise, and the intellect that acts in 


straight Movement are two — the wheel-like movement and 
the power that exists for all that is formed, i.e. that bestows 
i hie which is formed, which is of substance (a shape 
on its stand). And about these six causes that drive all 
ie moving, it was said: “Each one had six wings: With 
* Hs e covered his face, and with two he covered his feet. 
ind with two did he fly” (Isaiah 6:2). For: the four 
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concealed wings that cover the face and the feet will 
determine for us that the meaning of the face is to aim at 
the place of the movement; the meaning of the feet is to 
move in an equal and straight movement in the rotation; 
and the meaning of flying is to reveal and conceal, as the 
habit of the fowl that will be seen and disappear, in the 
secret of the lightning that moves in the rushing movement 
— revealed and concealed, as its habit is. This is to run and 
return, as it was said: “And the living creatures ran and 
returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning” (Ezekiel 
1:14). Behold, man was. ordered in his creation to grow 
wise in the superior ones [Sefirod in this shape, as it was 
said in the Book of Formation: “Restrain you mouth from 
speaking and your heart from pondering. And if your 
mouth runs to speak and your heart to ponder, return to 
the place, because for this it was said ‘ran and returned’. 
And concerning this, a covenant was made”. Thus, the 
sage who wrote the Book of Formation said that we 
received that it was written by Rabbi Akiva of blessed 
memory, who received it from whoever received it from 
Abraham our father of blessed memory -- one generation 
after another in a famous Kabbalah ~ revealing to us that 
this Kabbalah orders by its revealed things the secrets of 
the Work of Creation and ‘some of the Work of the Chariot 
in its secrets for the intellectuals of truth. The first 
generations all grew wise after Abraham our father, who 
knew the secret of the Yichud (Tin, unity, uniqueness) 
and informed his children that came after him..And that 
divine Aabbalah is continued up to this day — blessed be 
the Lord that did not remove. His prayer and grace from 
upon us. 
Therefore, you will know that he already ordered with this 
recalled saying of ‘ran and returned’ that man has in him a 
shape that resembles the holy living creatures, and he is 
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also holy as the living creatures and the Seraphim, And he 
is one of those answering holy beings. As Rabbi Yishamel 
said, there are three casts of Malachei Sharet (NIW 7NIN, 
ministering. angels). One says ‘holy’, another says ‘holy, 
holy’, and one says ‘holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, 
the entire land is filled with His honor’. The secret is that 
the superior cast says ‘holy’ only once in the shape of the 
intellect that includes the three of them as one. The second 
middle cast says ‘holy, holy’ twice in the shape of the 
intellectual that includes the three of them in two shapes. 
And the third lower cast says ‘holy, holy, holy’ three times 
in the shape of the educated person that includes the three 
of them in three shapes. These three shapes of the three 
casts are the shape of the lower man, the shape of the 
middle man that is in the living creatures, and the shape of 
the superior man that is above the throne. I know that you 
will understand them if you are a kabbalist from the shapes 
of existence, which determine that the angel is the adjutant 
of the world, and his corpse is in the topaz whose matter is 
‘the crowns of six’ (wy IND = 1230). Then, you will 
understand the secret of ‘six wings’ (0919 w"y = 800) 
[=] ‘as six faces’ (019 Ww>), and the secret of ‘with 
two’ (D/)NWA = 752), [=] ‘with a holy name’ ( D"w2 
WTP). Six times Auf (100) is [=] ‘six’ (w”"W). With the 
holy name, he will cover his face, with the holy name he 
will. cover his feet, and with the holy name he will fly. 
Behold, flying determines movement only, but his face 
determines existence. And his feet order the existence, the 
movement of the moments, and the matter of the three 
feet, which are three moments in three times. Indeed, 
under the wings of flying there are acting hands, as it is 
written: “And they had the hands of a man under their 
wings” (Ezekiel 1:8). And all: of them answer as one: 
Tripled holiness. 
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Indeed, the Nefesh of man comes first, for it was said: 
“When they stood, they let down their wings”. (Ezekiel 
1:24). Do not read ‘stood’ (0°12), but ‘with blood’ ( DyA 
nt). And the secret is that by their knowledge they let 
down their wings. Know that each wing is ‘flying’ (4’") = 
150), based on the secret of [=] ‘the count’ (72%). 
Therefore, when you count four times [=] ‘wing’ (4"15), 
you will find the secret of the entire Chariot (N297N, 
chariot) being ‘six’ (W”w = 600), whose secret is ‘a 
complete fringe’ (R97 NNN = 671). And its secret is 
[=] Alef Dalet Nun Yud (1’") y11 191 4/9), and the 
secret of ‘six’ (WY = 600) is ‘bond’ (1"W7?). And from it, 
you will understand the [=] ‘bond’ of the phylacteries, for 
their saying — show him the bond of phylacteries - means 
to show him the bond of the entire Chariot. For the head 
phylacteries will determine the Work of the Chariot, and 
the hand phylacteries will determine the Work of Creation. 
Behold, in Gematria ‘six on six wings’ ( wy 9”y ww 
939 = 1500) is ‘the bond of phylacteries’ ( 9" Twp 
y””9an). And so, each two are six wings. Indeed, the secret 
of ‘two’ (O”NW = 750) is [=] ‘six wing[s]’ (4/23 WY). 
Behold, the secret of ‘the bond of phylacteries’ ( 9"v 1"wp 
yon = 1500) is [=] ‘two, two’ (ONY Dn”nw), 
explained as Tet”Tet Pey’Tav ("9 0"D = 498, fronilets) 
— Tet’Tet (0"0) BGDPY (9712), two, Pey’Tav (Nn) 
BAPRYQY (?77779N3), two. Moreover, “And a chariot 
came up and went out of Egypt for six hundred Sheke& of 
silver, and a horse for one-hundred-fifty” (1 Kings 10:29). 
And it is the secret of the phylacteries — six wings [and] six 
wings. For the secret of ‘six wings, six wings’ is six wings 
upon six wings. And they are Vav Vav, and all is the head. 
And the four wings of the cover have Lamed”Bet (32) 
threads. Know that each ‘wing’ (919 = 150) is ‘ancient’ 
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(N77 = 200). It is [=] ‘an object/essence’ (D’NY); this 
[=] ‘ancient’ is the [=] ‘likeness of the. circumcision’ 
(nN 7971), which is also for a sign. Therefore, the 
wings for the face are as the likeness of the head; the wings 
upon. the heart are as the likeness of the. hand; and the 
wings for the feet are as the likeness of circumcision, in the 
secret of “And cast it at his feet” (Exodus 4:25) — as the 
matter of “Surely, a groom of blood”. (ibid.); “Of. the 
circumcision” (Exodus 4:26). This is how you need to 
understand the secrets of the Torah and the secrets of 
existence. Behold, the sign upon the head is for the 
Chariot; the sign upon the hand is for the Creation; and the 
sign upon the circumcision is for the incest. The 
circumcision includes three. And therefore, we do not study 
the incest for the three, and the house is open. The hand 
includes two. And therefore, we do not study the Work of 
Creation in two, and the house is open. The head includes 
one, And therefore, we do not study the Chariot in one, 
and the house is open. But if there is a sage that 
understands the given chapter headings, it is to say that he 
receives them from on high, for, if he comes to purify 
himself, they help him. The secret of the word ‘lower man’ 
that includes three is: First, educated; growing wise, in the 
middle; and intellect, at the end. The secret of the heart 
that acts in the hand of the middle hand, which includes 
two, is growing wise and intellect — beginning in the 
middle, and an end. The secret of the head that determines 
the meaning of the face is the superior man, which includes 
the uniqueness and is ordered upon by an everlasting and 
eternal intellect — and understand this! 


Thus, many other things will come concerning the 
Chariot. Tie these with those and those with these, and you 
will understand these from those and those from these. For 
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if you do not have these, you do not have those, and if you 
do not have those, you do not have these. Understand this 
very well, and go and examine the Book of Formation. 
And it will reveal all of this to you, and you will know what 
is their end. Indeed, the wings of the prayer shawl are four 
wings, and they are six wings with no doubt. For, if you 
count ‘six wings’ (07939 wy = 800), you will find in the 
number of wings four times. [wings multiplied. by. four, 
which are six wings]. So is the secret of the movements that 
have six edges in the entire world and four winds — and 
here are ten Sefirot Also, the prayer shawl of the wing is in 
Gematria ‘two’ (D/NW = 750), and the prayer shawl of 
the wing is ‘the four wings of your cover’ ( 1929 y”25N 
7’M02 = 1335). Behold, their secret is weighed in the 
book of Daniel: “Happy is he who waits and comes to the 
one-thousand-three-hundred-thirty-five days” (Daniel 
12:12). And each ‘prayer shawl’ (10 = 439) is [=] ‘an 
exile’ (192), and its number is ‘redemption’ (WN. = 
39). 


Therefore, you should know its secret, and then remove 
from upon you ‘the Dalef (nN = 439, the four). powers 
that compe] the exile — and greatly rejoice! Each thread is a 
cause of sin. And if it is brilliance, it dwells upon the living 
power. The secret is Lamed”Bet ("7 = 32) threads upon 
which the imagination dwells. And if it is good, it is for the 
living, and if it is evil it is for the dead, for the imagination 
is good for all the living. Behold, upon the threads there 
are five bonds, which are all twenty bonds. And all of them 
are made with thirty-two threads. And the cords whose 
secret is phylacteries are four. These secrets are for you 
only, and not for the strangers with you — and they hinted 
within you. Indeed,. Tet”Tet Pey’Tav (n") 0") = 498, 
fronilets) are with two, two, Tet’Tet, two, Pey’Tav, two. 
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This will be said to you by Elisha, who has wings that are 
[=] ‘the holy body’ (WTP 9/1) — [=] Tet’Tet Pev’'Tav. 
And it is called [=] ‘a clean body, a clean body’ ( 2 9/04 
99 9/93). And whoever does not have a clean body such 
as Elisha, what [use is. his for his] phylacteries — [=] 
Tet’Tet Pey”Tav, whose secret is [=] GDP”Y APRYQ”Y 
Q"PI9N 7%)? If you wish to understand, understand, 
and if not, “Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace 

and pursue it” (Psalm 34:15). 


Know that Elisha, who has wings, knew the secret of the 
phylacteries and the secret of the wings of the Shechina. 
And.a miracle was made for him during the hour of 
destruction; he escaped from the worshiping of the sun and 
his phylacteries returned in the shape ‘of the wings of a 
pigeon’ (N11 9929. = 231), which is the shape of an [=] 
‘existing nature’ (0°) ¥”0) in the secret of [=] Aesh- 
Alef’Lamed (98, one thousand two hundred and thirty), 
which includes ‘holy, holy, holy’. This he knew ‘in the 
calculation of the name’ (D”’wN 742wWN2 = 713), [=] 
‘which is in chaos’ (1"7N2W) ~ [=] Shin’Tav Bet-Hey’Vav 
("na my). And so, it is appropriate for each one who 
repented to do until he knows that power and escapes from 
hell by the truth, knowing the return, the shapes, the 
Shabbat, the secular, and the holiness, and being able to 
distinguish them, sanctify the holiness, and work during the 
secular [days]. If you examine this and are a holy man 
from. the three answering casts, you will be holy; you will 
be called ‘holy’, and you will answer ‘holy’. 
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Tenth secret: The Name of the 
Attribute of Action (1"X1Nnn DY, 
Shem He-Toar\ 


It is known from chapters 20, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 
57, 58, and 59, which are the twelve chapters of the first 
part, from chapters 18, 26, and 47 of the second part, and 
from chapters 51, 53, and 54 of the third part. 


Concerning the Name of the Attribute of 
Action 


There is no doubt that this honorable secret is appropriate 
only for the few. And because the Rabbi said about it all 
that is needed and. brought. proofs about it in many 
chapters in his book, | will not talk at length about it, for I 
need to include it in the secret of ‘the essential name’ ( DY 
p’yyn = 545, Shem Ha-Etzem) that comes after this. 
Nevertheless, I will discuss a small matter concerning it, and 
it is that it was known that the attribute of action is without 
the essence of the described, as it was recalled by the 
Rabbi. Indeed, his saying, “Or it will be the explication of ‘a 
name’ (DY = 340)”, revealed to us by this that the matter 
of our saying ‘the Explicit Name’ (w"9nn n”y = 971) is 
no other than the explication of ‘a name’ (0). So, he 
made it clear for us in the secret of “I am that I am” 
(Exodus 3:14), which determined its explication. For that 
which exists is that which exists — ie. that which is 
compelled by existence, as it was interpreted by a sign. But 
the matter in the obligation of a being for us is compelled 


é 
As 
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for the Lord and compelled for the world, after it exists by 
the existence of the Lord — blessed be He — and it is 
possible in the world according to its existence. It is known 
that, if you think of the existence of the Lord — blessed be 
He — as something abstract, separated from the entire 
world, and clean from all that exists besides substance, 
shape, Nefesh or intellect, no name — either essential or 
accidental — will be possible for Him in the world, The 
accidental is that which is called ‘the attribute of action’, for 
it determines a combination in any way. Or it determines 
the wholeness of what is added upon the essence of the 
existing, or it determines about the denial of the lack from 
it; or it determines the relation of an action, or about one of 
the nine known relations of accidents. They are quantity, 
quality, combining, when, where, state, possession, action, 
acted upon, and they were already explained in the Book 
of Logic and in many other books. Indeed, the name of the 
essence is what orders the name of the described essence, 
whether it is combined or uncombined — as you would say, 
‘a speaking living’. For this determines that the thing called 
by this name. is combined from livelihood and speech: In 
livelihood, he was not made unique, and by speech he was 
made unique in his species, and separated with this name 
from each species besides his own species. This will also be 
called ‘the attribute of the action of obligation’, but it was 
determined by a special uncombined name. Even though it 
is a name that is derived from another name, it is the name 
of ‘man’ (OTN), which was derived from ‘earth’ (MTN). 
About this secret, it was. said: “And by the ministry of the 
prophets, I have used similitudes” (Hosea 12:11). And 
inverted, it is ‘the man’ (D"TNN = 50) — the secret of “And 
by the ministry” (ibid.). The holy name that governs upon 
it is Yehu (R47 = 22). The secret of the name ‘of the 
prophets’ (0’°N72N = 118) is [=] ‘wise’ (20MIN), and 


they are.[=] ‘the throne of honor’ (W390 N02). And it is 
the secret of the [=] ‘high priest’ (2”17) 719), who speaks 
with the prophets in the shape of [=] ‘the prophetic man’ 
(NN D“TNN). If so, you will know according to what 
we said, and according to what we believe — that the Torah 
was created. And if it preceded the world ‘two thousand 
years’ (110 p”95x = 516) [=] ‘before the fire’ ( yyoon 
w"Nn), and the letters were also created, it is not possible 
in any way to order about the essence of the name with the 
created letters. But they will order the obligation of its 
existence, as you will hear. 
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Eleventh secret: The Essential Name 
(o”’8yn DY, Shem Ha-Etzem) 


It was known from chapters 60, 61, 62, and 63 of the first 
part. 


Concerning the Essential Name 


Since I had to prolong this wonderful secret that. is 
concealed from the sages of our generation, I did not have 
to prolong the secret of the name in the attribute of action, 
for both of them in general are one. Therefore, you need to 
open the eyes of your mind to see and understand ‘his 
words, for about it you will truly be able to say what was 
known from the words of that name including half the 
name, which is combined in Yud’Bet (12) holy 
combinations having six wings. And they are those that 
give shapes to the general, with the first substance therefore 
having two inclinations. The combined will rule about the 
Special Name, for the two bear witness about the existence 
of the one. By knowing this, you will take pride of it by 
saying: “That the heavens were opened, and I saw a vision 
of God” (Ezekiel 1:1). For ‘God’ (DMX = 86), even 
though He is an attribute of action that determines many 
powers, He includes, for He is a name that separates the 
meaning. Behold, it is [=] ‘a full YA? (R91 1), and it is 
‘Yud Hey (&"N 1? = 26). Its foundation is ‘brain and 
heart’ (21. = 86). And if you see it [=] ‘in a dream’ 
(n’97N23), you will understand [=] ‘its power in all’ ("Nd 
9”92), and you will also understand that the name of 
Kaf’Vav (\"9 = 26) is Kaf Vav (9 9" = 122): Kaf’Vav 
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(26) is revealed and Pey’Vav (19 = 86) is concealed. And 
because the essential name will determine the truth of the 
obligation in the existence of the essence, we need to 
inform about the meaning of the essential name first. We 
will say that each language includes three necessary 
matters, for, as the time includes according to the thought 
three matters, one is found in an everlasting action — and it 
is the present ~ one is found in the thought — and it is what 
already was — and one is found in potential — and it is what 
will be. So is the language: One of its [names] is an 
essential name describing a. thing whose name will 
determine its meaning and truth according to each 
language, and also divide this into parts of names. For 
some of it will determine an essence, and some of it will 
order an accident. There is nothing in all that exists but 
only essence or accident. One of its [names] is a name of a 
bond of a thing that is tied to another, which binds the 
matter of a single existence or the understanding of one of 
the matters — and this will order the binding. If it is an 
accident, the essence and all the languages cannot be 
without it. One of its [names] is the name of an action of a 
thing that determines the hinted time of acting. This was 
entirely interpreted by those pedantic people, and we have 
no need of recalling it here, but only for the necessity of the 
Explicit Name. 


Therefore, I will not discuss the matter of the bond or the 
matter of the action, but only the necessary [matter] that 
determines the antiquity of the Lord — blessed be He - His 
truth, and eternity. And it is the combination of the name. 
For the secret of three times the name is ‘lion’ (N”"1N = 
216), and he is [=] ‘the hero’ (1194N). And it is [=] 
Ayin’Bet Ayin”Bet Ayin”’Bet(1"y 1” 1”y), and. each one 
of them is ‘a revolution’ (91993 = 72). And upon it ‘was 
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completed the holy language’ (W"TIpn yw) nwi = 
1215) [216: one thousand + 215 = 1215] —i.e. [=] about 
‘the achievement of the name and its count’ ( "wn n’awn 
171101). For from it man will become closer to his Master, 
and then want.and desire Him with a brave desire. The 
secret of the first name is three times a year ~ i.e. the 
calculation in the year is Avin”Bet (A"p.= 72) [72: 1071.= 
3 multiplied by 357 = ‘in the year’). And three times 
Ayvin"Bet are [=] ‘seen’ (181), And therefore, he said 
three times ‘seen’ [in the sacrificing]: “In the mount where 
the Lord is seen” (Genesis 22:14). And it is [=] Aesh- 
Vav’Yud (127). Indeed, three times ‘the name’ (Dvn = 
345) is to say that the calculation of ‘the name’ (n/n) 
(36: 1035 = 3 times 345 = ‘the name’] is Lamed’”Vav (1% 
= 36). Six times Lamed”Vav are ‘seen’ (NRT? = 216), 
Therefore, he-said: “God will provide Himself the lamb for 
a_burnt-offering, my son” (Genesis 22:8). Thus, it was 
known to each one that has a Kabbalah that ‘God’ 
(DNR = 86) is the name of the attribute of action. And 
therefore, He is the Judge, He is ‘the Midda of justice’ 
(TA nN" = 513). And it is the secret of [=] ‘the lamb 
for a burnt-offering, my son’ (2 7/91y> 7’). Indeed, 
‘for a burnt-offering’ (n”1y9 = 141) is [=] ‘the caused’ 
(9\2yn), and the acronym [of the above verse is] ‘the ram 
of the hear? (2°97 5% = 78), which is eternal, for He is 


that which [=] ‘is and was and will be’ ( nM) AYA 


n”n71). “Caught in the thicket by his horns ( 7202 1’NN) 
yYoy192 = 518)” (Genesis 22:13) is [=] ‘in the revolution 
of the wheel, which is within the wheel’ ( 97991 912593 
9222) in the shape of the thicket, and in the shape of 
the thing that is caught and cleaves. And the count hangs 
on the calculation, and the calculation on the count. The 
end of their words in their inversion will awaken you to the 
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secret of WH A’V AH (’'N1'N 1” = 36). Behold, from 
the being you will know all that exists, for there is no 
difference between the being and what exists — and 
whatever has existence exists. The existing world will bear 
witness for it. Each being is an. obligation and each 
obligation is a being. Each existing [thing] is a world and 
each world is an existing [thing]. Therefore the revolving of 
the story. (1999) will guide your mind (intellect) into 
knowing the name — truly knowing it by an eternal 
knowledge from the midst of the Tree of Knowledge: that 
informs you. about my knowledge. And it is what truly 
informs about my knowledge to: each intellectual. person 
that has a Kabbalah (received tradition). 


This is the first name that is combined in twelve matters, 
as it was known from its way. And it was called-square, for 
itis so. It is [also] tripled from another side, as I will say. 
Indeed, this name according to its combination is Vav’Vav 
(1 = 12) names, and this is their shape. 


YHVH YHHV YVHH -HVHY HVYH AHYV 
VHVYH VHHY VYHH HYHV HYVH HAVY 


yan mn mn nv wn ni 
nnn vn wn nn mn nn 


Behold, the shape of man is names, all of it according to 
the truth of Kabbalah, for the secret of ‘names’ (n’/"W) is 
equality, lack, and also addition ( 0777 nyy’n 1 
nin’). Two are a Mikra (verse), and one is a translation 
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(DIN INN N1p') DY'W). The names of man are from 
the acronyms and from the word endings. Concerning thi 
name, its half is in its half in general, and it is squared ahd 
tripled as Kaf’Vav (19 = 26) times Kaf’Vav. And the on 
knowing it ‘triples’ (wow = 676), and he will find it fey 
entirely explicated’ (won 9). Indeed, [=] ne 
explicates i? (ION D”"TNn) according to Sse 
shape’ (n’n>w ¥) [=] ‘and is enthroned’ ("ND))) 
And he who inverts it is compelled, [=] ‘and it was agreed’ 
(n 92) that [=] “whoever explicates it’ ("wr1on 9”) [=] 
and makes it complete’ ("R9WW) cannot be tau ht 
without this. And its proof revolves three times, and it : 
proof for us three times, as it appeared in the section of 
Vaelech Moses (NWN 791) who learned and knew it 
perfectly. And from there, he awakened to its secret. In th 
secret of ‘the brightness is for you’ (7% rn e 79), 
which is in section [=] Haazinu QD TNA), you will 
understand its fourth and its half, which is whisper (w’'nd 
= 338). Therefore, it should be recalled by whispering and 
can only be delivered to him who is wise in whispering, For 
he is also whispering. An intellect and a whole drawing are 
ee so that the one who hears its matter will not err 
nd the one that knows it and is careful with it is whole 
with his Master. Indeed, the drawn YH bears witness t 
that which is called ‘neither a body nor a power in the 


body’. And this is what I have said sks 
judges its half. @ said concerning its half that 


Thus, you will know the secret of the peri ich i 
matter of ALD"A BLH’V GYV"A DYEV (YO wo 
VOT N42 = 126). If we had not received their secret, we 
would have thought that they are madness, for we would 
have asked for them a matter that is understood by us 
without finding it. Then, it would have been apareaiaie for 
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us to truly say that it is not useful, for it does not determine 
a matter. For we already received also the true Kabbalah 
that each name that does not determine an understood 
matter in any of the ways that inform us is nothing to us. 
Behold, ALD’A BLH’V GYV’A DYZ’V will order a very 
well understood thing, but they are only acronyms, and 
their combination is also known in Aabbalah. This is the 
secret of their combination: [=] ‘To a beloved humble, I 
will tell its brilliance’ ("PT TaN WAR 9"T 9") [see in 
The Concealed Treasure of Eden, page 230]. And God will 
atone for us the sin, but their way is A’B’G’D’ ~ the four 
heads of two. The secret is that four are the heads of the 
year. Moreover, the four heads of the Neshama are from 
the four heads of the year. Understand this in the secret of 
the impregnation, which is the secret of the square bearing 
witness about the existence that returns again and again, — 
i.e. the wheel that returns again and again, back and forth, 
For it is written in the secret of impregnation. And by 
knowing this name, the wheel returns again and again, for 
in it the wheel of wisdom — whose secret is Ayvin”Chet (n”y 
= 78) — returns: Ayin Chet (nN ]”Y = 538), the 
revolving of [=] ‘the Teli, the wheel of heart’ (92a yon 
2/9), from which is [=] ‘the knowledge of prophecy’ ( ny 
78123). They include ‘image and likeness’ (N’1N'11.1D/9X 
= 616), upon which [=] ‘the Zoraf’ (n/"1NN) was given. 
And they are [=] ‘the parts of intellect’ (n"NANN. »”"p9n), 
for the [=] ‘the knowledge of wisdom is prophecy’ ( n”’yT 
n’RI1) NINN) as the knowledge of prophecy is wisdom. 
Moreover, ‘the wisdom and the intellect (N’PaMm N’NIann 
= 156) are equal in Gematria, and their secret is [=] ‘the 
sun and the moon’ (N29) NINN). And these drawn 
names order all. Indeed, those second letters that are 
recalled after A’B’G’D’ are LLY’Y, and their matter is 
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‘night, night, day, day’ (D’9? D%? 5% 5nb 222).. And 
they are ‘numerous’ (027 = 252), and all goes as this. 
The secret of the third ones is D’H’V’Z > and you cast away 
one of them in each revolving square. And the following 
will be B’G’D’H’ and like this up to the end. The secret of 
the fourth ones is A’ A ”V, and so it is up to the end. But 
B'GD'H’ is the sign: of the days of the week. Indeed, A’V 
A’Vis the sign of the complete hours that determine two 
heads and two halves — i.e, the head of the day and the 
head of the night, and also half-of the day and half of the 
night, which is A”A VV. All the periods repeat themselves 
in the secret of AZG”Y VA T’D, and they are periods of two 
and two years [see in The Concealed Treasure of Eden]. 
Their. movement in Nissan is A’V, their movement. in 
Tammuz is A’Z their Movement in Tishri is G”T: their 
movement in Tevet is Y“D: and so it is forever without 
change. By this way: ‘the week tepeats’ ("NN y*awA 
non = 682) according to [=] ‘the calculation of the 
man’ (WN 721VN) that was set [=] ‘in the calculation 
of Shaddai ("Ty 112WN2), in the secret of [=] ‘AMSA 
and ASA’M (D"wN} W"NN) in the combination of [=] ‘a 
name in a name’ (02 DY) with each other. For this is 
the [=] ‘Work of the Chariot’ (N29 WYN), which 
was informed to us by [=] ‘the curtain and her Electrum’ 
(Snwn 19999). For [=] ‘the Electrum and the curtain’ 
(Taam O"nwnNh) included [=] ‘the heavens and the 
earth’ (p’"81 0”NW). But the secret of ‘going down’ (7 
= 204) is [=] ‘a righteous’ (p'7T%). And what remains is 
known, and it is ‘an opinion’ ("pT = 89). And it is [=] 
‘the knowledge’ (y"1N), If so, the righteous is .the 
foundation of the world. Indeed, know that the repeating of 
times in all periods, which are the nocturnal [times] in this 
combination, is LLY’Y LLy’y (799 HOS = 160). The 
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ways in the period of Nissan are always [=] LYL”Y LYL”Y 
(799 579): the ways in the period of Tammuz are always 
[=] LYL”Y YLY’L (9% 9"): the ways in the period of 
Tishri ate always YLY’L YLY’L (9'%9 9/59): and ithe 
ways in the period of Tevet are YLY’L LYL’Y ( 9% 
ron), 

Thus, you see, if you have the eyes (72°) of man, the 
heart (391) of an angel, a spirit (NY'71) of God, and you 
are not ‘uncircumcised’ (9 = 300) in the three of them, 
compel the deniers in the ways of the combination of the 
letters. For the wheels, the sun, the moon, and the stars are 
all moving according to the calculation of the wheels of the 
Torah ~ i.e. in the way that is informed :to us by the letters 
with their signs. This is because concerning each word that 
has four letters, if its letters do not resemble each other, it 
will build twenty-four houses; and if two are the same, it 
will build twelve houses. This will be a sign ‘in your hand 
(7172.= 36) that. the word whose letters are equal once - 
and two of them are multiplied in a pons half sie 

ination. And if it is more than this, it loses ano 
re the combination. Therefore, L’2 Y’Y (0 9) build 
only six houses, even though they are four letters. We truly 
already combined them according to the periods four times 
in the shape of L”Z Y”Y for Nissan, L”Y Y’L for Tammuz, 

Y’Y L’L for Tishri, and Y"L L’”Y for Tevet. Hence, with 
this combination the four of them were completed, always 
repeating this revolution forever. You already see in them 
that the signs of Missan are opposite from Tishri, for the 
nights of Nissan precede its days, and the days of Tishri 
precede its nights. The signs of Tammuz are opposite from 
the signs of Tevet, for the head and end of Tammuz.are 
nights, and its inside is days. And the head and end of 

Tevet is days, and its inside is nights. Indeed, two more 
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combinations are missing from them, and they are YLY”L 
LYL’Y. And these two are left in order to inform by their 
truth about the emergence from potential into action for all 
that exists.in the shape of creation between us and all the 
nations. For we say that the night precedes the day, and it 
is L”Y L”Y. And the nations say that the day preceded the 
night, and it is Y”’Z..Y"Z. That is truly the shape in the 
eternal movement of the days of the week, and the Torah 
said: “And God called the light Day, and the darkness He 
called Night” (Genesis 1:5). Thus, with its words day 
precedes night. After that it said the opposite: “And there 
was evening and there was morning” (ibid.).. Thus, with its 
words the night precedes the day. After that, we were 
informed that there is no difference at all between them, for 
the night and the day — and also the day and the night — 
are one day, and there is.no difference between them. 
Similar things came in the creation of heaven and earth: 
“The heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1); and also, 
“Earth and heaven” (Genesis 2:4). And it was further said: 
“When I call unto them, they stand up together” (Isaiah 
48:13). Understand my entire meaning, for all that-is one 
and also two. 


After this introduction, you will know that the essential 
name is the special one only, and all its letters are 
explicated as ‘one, one, Yud Hey Vav Hey ( 7"n& T’NN 
x”7 1 8" ‘T'4? = 70). You will find wonders in this 
name. The secret is HAH”BAY”B (2X 2’NNN = 26) [=] 
HAY’B AH’B (2°78 2?NN), for he [=] ‘loved animosity’ 
("DN 2”). And also, [=] ‘Eve loved it (N”2N& 2N), 
with the division of four ‘hearts’ (229 = 34): ‘This is Alef 
that is Alef it is ink itself? (RAN VOT RANIR ATR t= 
70). Make from Vav”Dalet (10) [=] Zain”Gimel or from 


Vav-Dalet”Vav (11. =.16) [=] ‘a pair’ (441), and you will 
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know. the secret. And its half is in. its half ‘together, 
together’ (7"n) 1”%m? = 44), for [=] ‘it is single’ ( 7m) 
NN) in the revealed, and it is. Yud Hey (X’N 107 = 26), 
In the concealed, it is ‘living’ ("Nn = 18). Thus, ‘it is single’ 
(TM? NN = 44). Power is [=] ‘in my heart’ (752), [=] 
‘the blood’ (0”T) [=] ‘of Aries’ (0), and-also [=] ‘the 
blood’ (Dt) [=] ‘of Aquarius’ (?9). And it is [=] ‘the 
child’ (19) [=] ‘of blood’ (0). The revealed [=] ‘was 
revealed’ (174). Multiply. it, and. it will be ‘revealed’ 
(1) = 88), and if you multiply it with its fellow, it will be 
Kaf’Vav Samech’Hey (n"0 = 91); [=]. ‘cover it’ 
("02). Calculate it alone seven times, and you will find 
‘Jacob’ (2)? = 182). Calculate it eight, and you will find 
‘Yitzchak’ (?”N¥? = 208). The secret is that ‘Chet and 
Zaift (1) 'N = 21) [=] ‘witnessed’ (tn). ‘the Shechina 
(n’P~3vN = 390), and both of them witnessed the 
Shechina. If you ask where is Abraham, calculate them 
more, and you will find them as 7et And ‘David’ (17 = 
14) is added upon them, for he is the fourth leg of the 
chariot of the fathers. Indeed, if the fourth is ‘David’, here 
are ABG”D, which are four times ten or ten times four. So 
is the secret, for Samech”Hey (65) times four are 
Samech”Resh (260), and your signs are: “Your navel is-as 
a round goblet, wherein no mingled wine is wanting” 
(Songs of Solomon 7:3). And if ‘the goblet will be wanting’ 
("7 0%. 1% nN” = 548), mediate and study it. Your 
navel is as a round wine, wherein no mingled goblet is 
wanting. So, you will further say four times Samech”Resh 
(260). Their secret is Alef Bet Gimel Dalet ( 191 9/98 
nT 922 = 1040), but their secret is ‘a removed man’ 
(0 DTN = 305). Thus, you will know that four times 
Samech”Hey (65) is ‘Grezim’ (0/14 = 260), but two 
times ‘all of it’ (19 = 56) is [=] ‘Ebal’ (Oy = 112), 
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which is [=] Aaf“Pey Vav’Vav (1"" 99). And in it, ‘both 
names’ (NWN 7”7Y = 1111) [112: one thousand + 111 
= 1111] were included. If you understand the secret of 
‘twilight (NY wWNwWN 72 = 1113), you will find a great 
secret [=] ‘in two names’ (NNW ”1w3), for [=] ‘the 
Neshamot within me’ "2v n’nwrn) [=] ‘will use them’ 
("2 YwNNw), For they were [=] “both [carved] in His 
name’ ("NWI 7/7NW). They have powers that will 
change within them. Therefore, the secret of ‘Ebal’ ("ay 
= 112) is [=] WV N’V (V9 1), in our image as our 
likeness. And they are daily ‘all delight (Dywyw = 
796), which are [=] Neshamot (n’1Nw)), [=] ‘blood and 
names’ (NW 0"), [=] ‘name and likeness’ (a) 
n’.N7)). Grow wise in these wonderful secrets, for from 
them you will understand the ‘essential names’ (n4inw 
D’NYN = 951) — i.e. [=] ‘the essence of the names’ (Dy 
n’ynwn). And you will know that all are carved upon the 
[=] ‘book of the Torah’ (nn 790), which [=] ‘is your 
glory’ (7’"N2AN NN). And ‘He is your God’ (Rm 
7N9N = 84), and He is with no doubt ‘the celestial court’ 
(npn 9% 77 nN” = 951); [=] ‘and He is in the 
listener of a prayer’ (1”9N y”NIWA NM). Behold, this 
will inform you how [=] ‘the self-name is educated’ (ny 
2”wiN NYY). Moreover, [=] ‘the educated name is 
personal’ ("nxy S”>yinn DY), and you will understand 
from it that [=] ‘the essential name is entirely intellectual’ 
(9"2v "> D’NYN DY), as you will understand that [=] 
‘the name of the intellect is entirely essence’ (5”>wn py 
D’xy 19). Therefore [=] ‘the essence of the intellect is 
educated’ (O*9WIn 5” wn D’NY), and also [=] ‘the 
essence of the educated is the intellect’ ( >”9wINn D”yy 
9"). You will know that [=] ‘the intellect makes the 
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entire world grow wise’ (O”1yN 9” 7nwn 7), for 
[=] ‘the intellect makes the worlds grow wise ( own 
D”ndiy 52). And it [=] ‘makes the world of intellects 
grow wise’ (D™2vn DIY 2”2WN). The secret is 
‘making the light of His dress grow wise’ ( var ? 29019 
"v125), and it is that which [=] ‘makes the active intellect 
grow wise’ (2"pion 2”2VN s™ oun). And in its step, [=] 
‘Israel grows wise’ (9"R1W? 92M), and all is from the 
power of [=] ‘the book of the Toraf’ (nin 1740) - and 
know it! 

Now, I know that if you are one of them I do not have to 
reveal to you more than this, for so it is written: “Give toa 
wise man, and he will be yet wiser; teach a righteous man, 
and he will-increase in learning” (Proverb 9:9). But I wish 
to write for you the name of forty two letters, which is holy 
and sanctified, etc. ‘And it is this’ (RIN NT RAN = a2), 
[=] VU WV VV (1) 1") — ‘and it is this’ (N*M 
xn = 30). And your signs are: Blessed be the pam: of 
the Holy One — blessed be He ~ and praised aay y), 
and glorified (1N9N")), and lifted up (ON17N")), and set 
on high (XW1N"), and adorned (Vn), and excelled 
(Ayn), and lauded (oon) be the name of the Holy 
One — blessed be He. 


w"? 193 Vow yp y"raaX 
pro 9"? yy a’pn ny vA 
noxipw 


Its acronyms are AQN’B ChY”Sh ~ | have set My bow in 
the cloud (j29’2 °nN’) "Nw'p NR). 
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Its word endings are 7hQO”G SAN”’Tz — Under His bow 
was a great cloud (997'2 }7’¥ Inw’p nn’n). 


‘There is eternity’ (N"¥1 WW = 758) ~ “For he has ‘set 
his love’ (wn = 408) upon Me; therefore, I will deliver 


him; I will set him on high, for he has known ‘My name’ 
(MW = 350)” (Psalm 91:15). 


Indeed, the inside of its words are: 7hG BY TO RSh KD 
GY TAR TTz.NB QT ZL GP YV QTz( 2273. W7 yo 72.4N 
pp. 9a 9t Op 22 po IN). 


Here, the writing of this name already orders more than 
what was worthy of being hinted in writing. Indeed, “If you 
are wise, you are wise for yourself, and if you scorn, you 
alone shall bear it” (Proverbs 9:12). I know that if any sage 
had written in any book the secret of A’Ch’Ch'L'VL’Th’ 
('n’9'5'N’'N’N) and had not delivered from it a Kabbalah 
to any man in the world, all the sages of the land would 
have gathered upon that word, for they did not know its 
truth. If one of them had known it, there is no doubt that 
then it would have been appropriate to say that the Holy 
Spirit was cast in him. For it is something in the way of 
prophecy to tell a thing that.is hidden and concealed. And 
this resembles the fortune telling in which the prophets take 
pride. For us, this is the way of ‘the beginning of prophecy’ 
(ANI. WNT = 975), which will order us [=] ‘the 
creation of the human being’ (WINN N”%N743), and bear 
witness about [=] ‘the carriage of the Creator ( n”’N?W1 
N’")27) and about the [=] ‘fear of Satan’ ("OWN NNT) 
— and know this very well! 


It is left for me to write the third known name, for it has a 
wonderful knowledge. I will also hint at it in chapter 
headings, and write it appropriately at the beginning. And 
this will be an addition to what I have done in the second 
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. For this stems from the three verses whose secret is 
sakes Explicit Name’ (w"Onn D”wA 5”) = 1026) 
[=] ‘that explicates the educated’ (7”2 In w™9NN), [=] 
‘which is explicated from the intellect’ Own w"9NN). 
But the second name is ‘concealed’ (1"ND2 = 710), and it 
determines [=] ‘a second intellect’ (”1W S”9W), for it 
stems from Bereshit (in the beginning) [=] ‘and bears 
witness about the testimony’ (n’TY S”y ty) of the 
existence of [=] ‘the two inclinations’ (Dy? "1W) [=] 
‘from the axis of the year’ (NWN. 7”*PNN) — [=] ‘year by 
year’ (71 7”2¥) in the secret of [=] ‘the temple of the 
sun’ (YAWN 2”9°N), which has in its hands [=] ‘the six 
days’ (n/n A”wwn) that are [=] ‘the six vessels 
(n> n”wwn). For, behold, [=] ‘two days’ (0 ? qn) 
are [=] ‘two instruments’ (022 7”"IN). Nevertheless, the 
third name is ‘the head of hosts’ (/INAY W"RT = 1000), 
and its secret is [=] QRSATh (N"W1)). Its power is [=] ‘six 
two’ (0/72 WY). And thus, he is [=] ‘a minister of the 
Neshamal (n’nwi 9”y 3), and he is also [=] ‘a 
minister of each intellect’ (7”"2¥ 5 Sy WW), for hes 
[=] ‘a minister of the human intellect’ ( WJ" VD 
p”tNn). And his power is the Explicit name that stems 
from these three verses. 


monn anon yor 
nn 9559 nnn 
99? YR wn) 
nyyo yon nN 
ann 9nn yan 
nn NNNT ny 
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nxdt mdon bipla 
no modx mist 
ann wo Nixn 
be Pala my) 
tle 1297 anon 
2 nnn 
yy nxnw nv» 
ws Pala) nnd 
Tpn 420? ANNA 
no noon yn 
ude *7NN nw 
Dn wpa nna 


Know, you that examine the 
are drawn here in the secre 


This, you will understand f; 

rom “Y, 
behind and before” (Psalm 130:5). F ie 
he will be found before them and 
behind them — and So it is opposit 


e hemmed me in 
For this is his way, once 
Once he will be found 
ely. Moreover, after his 
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journeying a second thing journeyed, and it is called ‘the 
pillar of cloud’. And it was drawn after the recalled angel — 
this is determined by the ‘first writing. Indeed, the second 
determines that it came between the two camps, which are 
called Israel and Egypt, whose secret is known. Indeed, the 
cloud and the darkness are things separating in the middle, 
but the darkness is the fire, and it is known. And its secret is 
the snow beneath the throne of honor, if it equals the pillar 
of fire and cloud that first give us light in the secret of “And 
the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to 
lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give 
them light; that they might go by day and by night” 
(Exodus 13:21). Moreover, “He took not away, etc.” 
(Exodus 13:22). There, it gave light, and here it darkened, 
as the translation of Onkelos: “For this is the cloud and the 
darkness, and for that was light given by night; and the one 
did. not come near the other”. And understand ‘this in the 
secret of “And one called unto another”. The separating 
one prevented the closeness. This is ordered by the second 
writing. Indeed, the third determines the stretching of the 
hand: over the sea in. potential, and the governing of the 
superior power for the sea by the wind of the Creator of the 
sea — and the waters were split apart. The remainder is 
understood from this, for Israel passed “Upon dry land in 
the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them 
on their right hand, and on their left” (Exodus 14:29). But 
the Egyptians drowned in the Red Sea, for they did not 
believe in the Lord, and Israel saw: “And they believed in 
the Lord, and in His servant Moses” (Exodus 14:31). 
Behold, I have already revealed to you what is revealed, 
and I assume that from it you will awaken to the concealed. 
And if not, here are hints about it for you. 


Know that this name has all the letters besides Gime/, and 
three verses came under it. The secret is YY”Y (7 = 30), 
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and truly it is because He ‘hears the prayer’ (aN y"niy 1977) [=] ‘spherical in particular’ (092 nin), and 
= 931). And it is [=] ‘the name of actions’ ( Dy you will find the [=] ‘crown in a holy sphere ( nywyn 
n/"9yOn), and it is the name [=] ‘that changes all the wtp W793). And it will be called [=] ‘spherical. in 


trembling’ (N”TY¥72 17917), and you will know wonders 
[=] ‘by its separated way’ (N’7779N 1377). What I have 
already hinted should be enough for you, and you should 
listen to what we examined, for it is so — and know it! 


natures’ (D”y20n 9" A”wWNT D"wA). And it is [=] ‘the 
name that acts upon the Neshamaf’ ( >”)j9n Dy 
n”nwain). And by it, [=] ‘the sun acts upon the sea’ 
(nn 99 wW"NWh), and in it all [=] ‘the suns act’ 
(D™wnwn 09)19). It is a proof for [=] ‘the actions of 
the Lord’ (D’wA 179), and it also bears witness on [=] 
‘the actions of Moses’ (N"wn n/N9~9). And it also [=] 
‘converts the three’ (wN7N 111) [=] ‘of the treasury’ 
(Nn NPN 9) [Koff = treasury, according to Halachot 
Tshuva of the Rambam] [=] ‘of the natives’ ( >%y 
n’mipnan) — ie. [=] ‘the name of the period’ ( D”Y 
n”\)~N) determines [=] ‘the virtue of the skies’ (n’>yn 
y’)2N), the explanation of [=] ‘the stature of the mist’ 
("97"yN Nip). You will truly know from it that [=] ‘in 
the drawing of the Creator and the shape’ ( 7”’¥PN 7PNo 
n/N) [=] ‘the dot was renewed’ (N’wInnn tpn) 
~ Le. [=] ‘in the drawing of the Holy Spirit’ (9. 4x2 
w"Tpn), for [=] ‘the shape was renewed with inclination’ ; 
(W272 AAWIN ANNA). And the name of [=] ‘the 

Creator of the shape is Shadda’ ("TW AN WV), 
but the name of [=] ‘the drawing of the living creature is 
Metatron (y/700N WANN 1%). Know that there are 
three verses at the end, and they are the essence of the 
wheel. And they are three speaking determining three. 
Indeed, [=] ‘the tenth convocation’ ("WY XP) is [=] 
‘the explication of the Name’ (D"wn W479) [=] ‘that is 
Explicit in mercy’ (0’7NI2 W"I9NN), [=] ‘which burns 
water with wind’ (n’012 07 4wNA), wind with water. 
If you wish to know its secrets [=] ‘call its way’ ( NPN 
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Twelfth secret: Speech and Its Similar 
(voram 42°) 


It was known from chapters 23, 45, 63, 64, 65, and'66 of 
the first part, from chapters 5 and 12, from the matter of 
prophecy, from chapter 48 of the second: part, from 
chapter 7. of the Chariot concerning the matter. of the 


Chash Mal (2 wn, Electrum), and from chapter 8°. 


concerning the matter of the holy language in. the. third 
part. 


Concerning Speech and Its Similar 


Behold, whoever achieved the essence of speech that is 
found in three places — against the book, the storyteller 
and the story, which are in the heart, the mouth, and the 
book ~ will know how the speech came from the Lord to 
man — and know its essence and the secret of ‘its truth! 
From there, he will ascend to the step of knowing the rest 
of all matters, which are the friends of the things. And he 
will grow wise in them and not err in the thought of his 
imagination thinking lies concerning his Master. But he will 
worship Him by a true drawing. His true worshiping is the 
work .of the heart, and we will write about the secret’ of 
worshipping the Lord out of love, with God’s help. 


Indeed, you need to awaken, and also to know that the” 


speech is the brilliance of the light. And it comes from the 
governing tongue, and the translation of ‘governing’ is 
‘speech’, as in “And he led the flock to the farthest end of 
the wilderness” (Exodus 3:1) — which is translated ’.as 
“Vediber [in Hebrew: speaking; in Aramaic: leading] Yet 
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Ana” [it is the same thing just translated by Onkelos into 
Aramaic]. And so, speaking is from the expression of 
speech. The matter that bears witness about this is that the 
speech is only an instrument by which the speaking can 
lead the listener to make a needed or useful thing. If the 
speakers are from this species, those speeches that are 
found according to what the speaker directed with them 
are completed. And if they are from another species that is 
useful or needed, they are in vain: And it is as if that 
instrument of speech that is ascribed to the tongue, to the 
mouth, or to the language in that speaker was put without 
one useful or needed essence. If it is so, it appears that 
nature acts upon him with a vain action, because of the 
cause of that which has speech according to his drawing 
and thought. But the thing is opposite in nature. It was 
already interpreted by a sign that the nature should not do 
anything in vain, and it is that, as it was known by a sign, 
the known moving is that which drives the substance into 
receiving a shape. So, it is known by a sign that this shape 
will further prepare the substance to receive another shape 
after its shape found in him now. For it is that which 
prepares it to receive other things besides it, after it is 
removed from him and is absent, for he will not be found 
naked with no shape at all. Indeed, in the examination of 
the truth of himself, he is without shape. And therefore, he 
receives each shape. Thus, the essence of each natural 
action is existence and losing [life]. The being is the truth of 
the shape, and the loss is the absence of shape, but the 
substance exists in an everlasting existence. And its shapes 
and accidents change in it by rotation, as it was decreed by 
the divine wisdom. If so, each natural action is useful or 
compelled, as it was made clear in the third part in chapter 
25. 
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From this matter, you will know that the speaking power 
that is found in mankind is the most excellent power in all 
this lower existence. And concerning it, it was said that it 
was created in the image of God and in the likeness of 
God. By it having an image, it resembles the wheel, which 
also has an image. And by it having a likeness, it resembles 
man, who resembles in the likeness of the appearance of 
the Man that is upon him from above. When he is a lower 
man, he is educated for himself by the speaking power that 
is within him without acting. And when he has an image, 
he is intellectual in the speaking power that is within him 
without completely acting. And when he has a likeness, he 
is an-intellect in the speaking power that is within him 
without completely acting on the latter — ie. in all these 
matters that are found within him in potential. When he 
takes out one of these actions that are found in him. in 
potential, from potential into action, the three of them are 
found in him as one in the last complete action, And he is 
prophesized according to the thing that brought him out 
from potential into the last complete action — and he 
returns. He is one inseparable thing during that action. And 
about this secret, it was said: “We have seen this day that 
God does speak with man, and he lives” (Deuteronomy 
5:20). And. about it, it was said: “Speak with us, and we 
will hear; but do not let God speak with us, lest we die” 
(Exodus 20:15). The matter of “lest we die” answers to the 
matter of Moses, and the matter of ‘God’ (D”n>X = 86) 
means that, if Moses does not speak with them in order to 
inform them what is appropriate for living, they will not 
live. And if the Lord speaks with. them. and they do not 
have the ability of tolerating His words, they will die, as the 
matter of Ben Azai who glanced and died. The Rabbi 
already interpreted in the second part the secret of “But do 
not let God speak with us”, according to the translation of 
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Onkelos: “But do not let God speak with us”. And this is in 
chapter 33 in the matter of the revelation of Sinai. And so, 
it- was said: “Then, he heard the Voice speaking unto him’ 
(Numbers 7:89). And its translation is, “Is talked to” — as it 
is spoken, it is acted. So is the secret of “Make Myself 
known unto him in a vision” (Numbers 12:6), and also of 
“And I heard Him that spoke unto me” (Ezekiel 2:2), and 
of “Moses spoke, and God answered him by a voice 
(Exodus 19:19). And it was explained as “By a voice’ — 
the voice of Moses. This is a wonderful and concealed 
secret for us. And if you have understood it, you will 
understand the rest of the rules of the book. And you will 
know from it that man. was prepared in his nature to be 
threefold. Therefore, we sanctify the Lord with a threefold 
holiness, in order to inform about this great secret. And the 
preparation of the substance that carries the speech was 
prepared in the shape of the First Substance. For what 
carries the speech will speak in each language, and ieee 
language will prepare his first knowledge to receive eac. 
language ~ and each language {will. receive] a 
combination. Its secret is the mouth of the earth, and she is 
owned by her man, who has language and has 
combination. And he opens her mouth, swallows the ice, 
and all that is similar to it. Thus, all the languages that 
included the combination of the letters, whose matter 
includes the seventy languages, were included in this. 
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Sometimes, one of them is called by 
should not recall the second. One will 
name for. the superior one, and the 
on for the inferior one. The superior is 
he throne of honor, the Shechina, the 
d what is similar to 
“The Garden of 
d what is similar 
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that is similar to it”. 
one name, and we 
be an agreed upon 
second is agreed up 
as in our saying, “T 
Holy Spirit, or the light of God, and 
them”. And the inferior is as.in our saying, 
Eden, Mount Sinai, or the land of Israel, ani 


to them”. 


Thirteenth secret: The Kingship of the 
Rider (2”2170 Nn” wnn) 


It was known from chapters 69 and 71 of the first part, 
from chapters 4, 5, 6, and 7 of the second part, and from 
the chapters of the Chariot in the third part. 


Concerning the Kingship of the Rider 


All the secrets that are hinted in this book answer each 
other, but one answers the other more than the other 
answers another. If so, you need to know that this secret 
answers to the Work of Creation and the Work of the 
Chariot more than it answers to the others. And because | 
rely on what will be said about them in their place 
concerning this matter, I will not lengthen the secret here, 
for there its matter will be made clearer. Indeed, you will 
know that the secret of the ‘kingships’ (n’> wn) and its 
power was first given to the First Substance from the side of 
him who rides on it. And from him, it was poured forward 
and backward. And the kingship was’ given to the whole 
act. From this, you will know the secret that concerning 
each act, the matter of its secret is kingship, meaning that 
according to its existence it receives a natural power to 
make. And it acts, says, and makes with the abundance 
that always abounds upon it from the superior rider. 
Therefore, it was said that the Lord has two camps — one 
above and one below. Sometimes, they are both called by 
one name, as in our saying, “The entourage above [i.e. the 
angels], and the entourage below. It is as in our saying, 
“The court house, the Temple, or Jerusalem, and the rest 
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Fourteenth secret: The Confusion. of 
Religions 


It was known from cha i 
pter 70 of the first part, from wh, 
comes after it up to its end, from chapter 40 ofthe Beate 


part, and f 
Ppa tom chapters 29, 30, 37, 50, and 51 of the third 


Concerning the Confusion of Religions 


A great wonder was what was achieved by the Greek 
philosophers from the matter of wisdom, after the relici 
were very different from one another, as the change = the 
settlement and its climates, and according to the aan H 
of the times that always renew after they knew fo 
themselves that they are not prophets. For none of them 
took pride in prophecy, but only in the achievement of the 
a of their heart alone. With all this, it is known to the 
abbalists among our sages who received from the mouth 
i ae that speak with the Lord - and the Lord 

aks wi em ~ that most philoso i 
their thought in many matters eb 8 pated of belief 
as I will interpret here. For all my intention in this secret is 
to reveal to you the great mistake that-was made by all the 
sages of the nations, with them being drawn afer the 
aan ae of hay heart, leaving all that was said by all the 

els. And many of them were c i 
ong aie the pee world is Rte gi re a 

e. Iney saw that, this being so, it is i 
iil ed a compelled from ewe a ae 

one single detail in this lower w i 
compelled from their words that, if oo endl Ti 
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there is neither reward nor punishment. And if there is 
neither reward nor punishment, there is no advantage to 
one nation over another, and all is equal, for all is an 
accident. Others inferred other very strange opinions from 
all those that believe in the antiquity, and many believed in 
the antiquity upon strange shapes. And by the shape that 
they drew, they did not draw this, until they returned as 
categories and categories. For this was compelled to the 
believers in antiquity — for them to have many categories 
different from one another. So, it will be compelled for the 
believers in the renewal that they believe in its matter by 
drawings of ideas that are different from each other, which 
they separated and. firstly. divided into categories. 
Concerning the many categories, their knowledge was the 
same about one first and general matter, which is drawn 
after equal opinions that are useful for them in general and 
little in particular. That first general opinion compelled 
them that its believers should be one nation drawn after 
their existence. For the first nation is the matter of the 
gathering of human beings and keeping one agreement 
that is useful in general. This is even though harms will be 
compelled from it to the particular in one of the maitters, 
the ordinances, and the statutes, which are good for the 
general and-bad for a few of the individuals — i.e. for the 
wicked of mankind. For, if one murders and the righteous 
says that the manslayer should be hanged, this righteous is 
good for the general, since not all are manslayers. And 
therefore, the crowd rejoices when the manslayer is 
hanged. For each man can be a manslayer or murdered, 
but there is a greater possibility and it is much easier for 
him to be killed than him killing. And the close and distant 
causes for this are many. If so, the manslayer that was 
hanged, who is an individual among the general, falls 
under the existence of the judgment that is good to all and 
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is bad to his part. And.so are the rest of the matters. 
Therefore, no nation agreed to be a:‘nation that is gathered 
in: belief, but rather in believing in one first and general 
belief that is useful for all. And the individual that is found 
in it, for whom the matter of that nation is not right in his 
own eyes, changed himself from a belief to another, or 
from a nation to another. If the first is weak and the second 
is strong in his being, he is from the generality of the weak 
and he returns to the strong, doing this in public and with a 
very strong hand. For his opinion inclines towards him 


being helped by the strong nation — and the weak cannot ° 


face the strong. If he returns from the strong to the weak, 
he will not be allowed to announce himself with this, but he 
will do it in great humbleness, for he knows that the weak 
cannot stand against the strong to help and save him from 
his hand. This will be understood from the generality of the 
destroyed ones, who are separated from our nation. And 
the strangers that enter in our covenants, and the causes of 
these and those are numerous — some are close and some 
are distant, according to the times, the places, the thoughts, 
and the desires that defeat those that change their religion 
and invert, as the substance of the seal. Indeed, many of 
those that return from one religion to another will not be 
enough with their return alone, but they will try hard to find 
a gathering of people — whether few or many — according 
to what is possible and the self or accidental causes. And 
[he will try] to teach them one way or many ways, in order 
to bring them back from one nation to another. Perhaps, 
this gathering will be so great until the head that leads that 
gathering bringing them into the covenant: of another 
nation will be chosen, but the head will return to be called 
a first relation to the entire nation. Perhaps, in the nation 
two, three, four, or five heads will be found, and. each 
nation will refer to them. And that relation will include the 
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essence of virtue for the entire nation, and also for. its 
details. And perhaps, in the renewed nation only one man 
will be found, and all will. refer to him. And there, his 
relation to the general and individual will be the essence of 
virtue. 


Indeed, sometimes the renewal of the nation will be for 
the greater good, for the general and individuals that are 
always renewed from it; and sometimes, the renewal of the 
nations will be for the greater evil for the general and the 
individuals that are always renewed from it, as long as the 
nation exists. The resemblance in the matter of relation is 
because the first one is excellent. And after this, according 
to the many, the matter in the relation of our nation is first 
ascribed to Abraham the Jew. And because of his relation, 
we are all Jews. He is with no doubt first in the renewal of 
our nation, and his first name was Abram. And its secret is 
‘a cause’ (0/13 = 243), for he is the first cause, the reason, 
and ground for our nation. And his power is [=] Brie/ 
(9"X712), which is a first evident creation from the Lord. 
And he [=] ‘chose the Lord’ (9"N2 "N23), and the secret is 
that ‘he chose the uniqueness’ (1172 7”"N2 = 240), 
which alone has the power. And we have wonderful secrets 
from its names. When the Lord — blessed be He — saw that 
the renewal of that holy nation was a great cause for good 
to which no other good resembles, He ordered us that He 
add to his name [of Abram] one letter, which is ascribed to 
half of His name..And it is that with which the world was 
created. It is a Hey, which is the half of Y”H{ And it is also 
the half of Yud, for Hey”Hey are Yud. And the secret is 
that Yud is Hey and Hey. Understand this in the secret of 
the ten Sefirot, which are five and five — five against five. 
With the addition of five to Abram, the first ascribed 
returned to be Abraham, and it was recalled in the creation 
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of the world: First He created them male and female, and 
the secret is that ‘blessing and harm’ (p71 1972 = 390) 
created them (073) — Abram (0728). And furthermore, it 
is ‘with their creation’ (D”802N32) [=]. ‘in Abraham’ 
(0”N74N4). During his old age, he returned to be a blessed 
old man: “And Abraham was old, well-stricken in age; and 
the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things” (Genesis 
24:1). This was after the death of his wife Sarah, whereof 
he took half of the power. And it was added to him, and he 
subtracted it from it, but did not subtract it from. the 
existence of the two names, for the number of ‘Abram and 
Sarai’ (°*1W) D324) is as the number of [=] ‘Abraham and 
Sarah’ (1°11 093N) — and understand this! 


Indeed, it is already when [it is said]: “Now, Abraham 
and Sarah were old, and well stricken in age” (Genesis 
18:11). But with no doubt, “It had ceased to be with Sarah 
after the manner of women” (ibid.). And then, the power of 
birth was truly changed in her, and he procreated from her 
and she gave birth, The name of the procreator is 
‘Abraham. our father’ (W328 DOIN = 317). He 
revealed to us what the Lord revealed to him [=] ‘in the 
sight. of prophecy’ (N”’N12IN N”’NIN3). And [=]. ‘the 
creator of stones’ (2’722NN N12) revealed to us how he 
created them in the heart and also how he created them by 
the blade that is called in the holy name, ‘vanity’ (53n). 
This was also known. from the mere words of babies in 
infant school. And each infant suckles the mere words of 
Gevura (1124, Severity). The matter of [=] ‘the mouth of 
Gevura’ (N/"1V24N 7")) is the new [=] ‘superior. world’ 
(7~9yN DIY) that is. called by us ‘truly renewed’, and 
will be called the [=] ‘good inclination’ (2’"'0 7x). You 
will understand this from the saying: “Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings, You have founded strength because 
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of Your adversaries; that You might still the enemy and the 
avenger” (Psalm 8:2). 


Behold, the excellent relation that renews for the good 
grew stronger in order to reveal in the uniqueness for him 
who was born from the father that was the son of an 
idolater - a child that was in the likeness of his father, the 
worshiper of the. special Lord. For Abraham give birth to 
Yitzchak, and that excellent child is Yitzchak our father — he 
is also our father in the relation of the name. The name of 
Yitzchak our father will reveal to you the secret in the name 
of his father. And so, another third relation was born for 
this strengthening, and his name is Jacob our father. And 
the threefold thread will not be soon cut off. Indeed, the 
name of the second father was not changed, but the names 
of the two fathers ~ the first and the last — were changed. 
There are only three fathers, and upon them is ascribed, 
“The God of Abraham, the God of Yitzchak, and the God 
of Jacob” (Exodus 3:15). When you take them according 
to their first names, you will understand from their secret 
the secret of ‘male and female, He created them’ ( 1/’Dt 
D’N72 N”ApPI1 = 633). And the secret of the creation of 
[=] ‘the man and the woman’ (A”"WNN) WN) that 
include [=] ‘Y’H creatures’ (n’792 7”), and also [=] 
‘male and female is YH (1 N”4p)) 1”3t) names. Their 
secret is Zain”Chet (11% = 15), which are Zain Chet ( 1 
n’n-= 475) — Zain for Jacob and Chet for Yitzchak. And 
the secret is [=] ‘the time of Zain Chef (N’t N”yN = 490) 
— one determines merit and one determines defect. Give 
one part to seven and one to eight. The mothers were 
called ‘four’, and they are Sarah, Rivka, Rachel, and Lea. 
What reveals their secret is one drawn letter. It was found 
threefold on the right side of the phylacteries, and it is a 
Shin (YY = 360) of three heads, for the fathers are 
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themselves the Chariot, The sécond proof is one letter that 


is drawn without existin 
g for us, squared on t i 
Het pees of the head and not of the ao fat 
im WN = 415) are seven h ; : 
leads, and the h 
are drawn in the head. Therefore, we have a relation ine 


name. of the grandfather Isra 
; el ~ our f ‘ 
oe (X”AD1 = 69). If so, he is [=] oor Aan 
[=] ‘a prophet’ (87291), for [=] ‘the prophecy’ 


If SO. Abraham our father O ginning of the 
’ ’ wh is the be i i 1g 
relation, Is the substance of Prophecy, and ae it were his 
’ 
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recall one nation from them only. And by it, you will 
inquire the rest of the nations. 


It is what was renewed from the relation of one special 
name that was from our nation. And because of one of the 
causes, he [Jesus] left it, took off one shape, and wore 
another shape. He gathered many people and confused 
their minds and knowledge with strange wonders, and with 
means that draw the knowledge of the gullible without 
intellect. For they do not have in their hearts the balance of 
wisdom to examine truth and lie. He informed about the 
change of whatever he wished to change and exchange 
with a first general benefit, and it is to release the prisoners 
from prison. For the nature of each man decrees that he 
rejoices in this a lot. He first changed the shape of 
circumcision with the shape of baptism, and gave a reason 
to his words with a false introduction — which was that the 

daughters of Israel are made pure for their husbands with 

baptism. And the listeners also rejoiced in this a lot, for a 

heavy burden was taken off them in their opinion. And so 

was for the rest of the things. The gullible did not even 
estimate that they were firstly saved with this thing, for the 
excellent males are saved and changed from the shape of 
male into female, and return to be uncircumcised of heart 
and uncircumcised of flesh as the females. His name was 
Yeshua (Y1W?). Remove from his name Avin, and his name 
will be Jesu (1"W? = 316). And behold, that same man 
defied what the Lord said in His holy Jorah: “Cursed be 
the man that makes a graven or molten image, an 
abomination unto the Lord, the work of the hands of the 
craftsman, and sets it up in secret. And all the people shall 
answer and say: Amen” (Deuteronomy 27:15). He said at 
the end: “Cursed be he that does not confirm, etc.” 
(Deuteronomy 27:26). That man renewed that religion, as 
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you can see. What remains from the nation that is called 
according to the name of his relation in his and their 
opinion are Messiahs until this day, for he called himself 
Messiah. But the Zorah called him foreign god — and 
understand this very well, for it is a great secret! About this 
that I have hinted from the renewal of the two nations, you 
will understand the way of the renewal of each nation 
according to the confusion of opinions, from which it will 
always be compelled as the desecration in the confusion of 
the religions. By you taking heed from the confusion, “The 
Lord will establish you. for a holy people”. (Deuteronomy 
28:9), “And all the peoples of the earth shall see that the 
name. of the Lord is called upon you; and they shall be 
afraid of you” (Deuteronomy 28:10); “And the Lord will 
make you the head, and not the tail; and you shall be 
above only, and you shall not be beneath” (Deuteronomy 
28:13), “That the Lord your God will set you on high 
above all the nations of the earth” (Deuteronomy 28:1). 


Confused man, do not Be afraid 

If upon the flood Animals die; 

Just return and ask A separate intellect, 
Ordering the confusion Of all the religions. 


The first part of the Secrets of the Torah is complete. 


Praise the veil, for its light is whole. 
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“Hear, O Israel: the Lord your God, the Lord is One” 
(Deuteronomy 6:4) 


“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, you righteous” (Psalm 
32:11) 


“And give thanks to His holy name” (Psalm 97:12) 


